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Some Important Developments in the Situation. 

Four events of great significance to the Independent tele- 
phone industry have transpired this week and are reported 
in full elsewhere in this issue. These are: 

The announcement made by Theodore N. Vail, president 
of the American (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co., in the 
form of instructions to the various subsidiary companies of 
the Bell system; 

The action of the Department of Justice in gathering 
evidence of alleged violation of the Sherman anti-trust law 
by the Bell telephone interests; 

The issuance by Theodore Gary of a statement covering 
the negotiations with the Bell and Morgan interests car- 
ried on during the past year by the “committee of seven,” 
representing a conference of Independent operators; 

The announcement of the completion of the transaction 
between the Nebraska Independents and the Bell whereby 
the Lincoln (Independent) Telephone & Telegraph Co. is 
to absorb the Nebraska (Bell) 
ern Nebraska. 


Telephone Co. in southeast- 


All these matters will be taken up at the coming national 
convention, to be held in Chicago next month. 
Much speculation has been aroused concerning the ac- 


‘ 


tivities of the ‘committee of seven.” Its members have 
been alternately blamed or praised according to the vary- 
ing complexion of the reports of their doings which reached 
the field from time to time. As a whole, however, their 
motives and accomplishments have been rather wrapped in 
That 


Mr. Gary’s statement printed in 


mystery, so far as the average man is concerned. 
mystery is dispelled by 
this issue of TELEPHONY. 

The Nebraska situation and the rumors of deals affecting 
the telephone conditions in that state which have been cir- 
culated are now resolved into a definite declaration of just 
what has been done. 

The attention which the Department of Justice has been 
recently giving the telephone business and the investigation 
in the interview 


which has been in progress is detailed 


Lastly, but by no means ot 


given out by Mr. Wright. 


least importance, is President Vail’s declaration of policy of 
the Bell companies throughout the United States. 

These matters bear directly upon the whole future of the 
telephone business. They are far weightier, at the moment, 
than matters of operation; more momentous than questions 
of telephone politics. They merit and should have the deep 
and serious consideration of every Independent telephone 
man between this date and the calling to order of the na- 
tional convention in February. 

At the 


thoughtfully discussed, with an open mind, without rancor, 


convention they should be intelligently and 
and with an eye single to the best good of the entire tele- 


phone business. In this discussion the Independent in- 
vestor, as well as the operating heads of companies, should 
take part. 

In presenting these matters TELEPHONY opens its columns 
for full and free comment on the whole group of problems 
The 


interchange of views and conclusions by men who are thor- 


and it desires this discussion prior to the convention. 


oughly familiar with the telephone business and who have 
kept pace with the rapidly changing aspects of it during the 
past few months must serve to materially illumine the sub- 
jects under consideration and facilitate their adjustment. 

Write us at once just what your beliefs and convictions 
are. There will be but three issues of the paper before the 
national association gathers, and these three issues should 
contain opinions from every part of the field. 


The Man at the Head of the Business. 


“Crane’s treatment of men made his business great,” says 





the Chicago Tribune of the famous manufacturer who died 


this week. His $18,000,000 business had 10,000 employes 


and the men who worked with him to build it up now 


speak of their loss of a friend and a father. 

The following incident is told to show how firmly he be 
lieved in one of the main principles on which his business 
was founded: 

While the chief was away a new salesman was hired for 


an important open territory. By house rule some member 
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of the organization should have been advanced. The re- 
quirements of the situation and the stranger’s equipment 
dovetailed so perfectly that the exception was made. No 
available man in the field was in this fellow’s class. Logic 
assigned the job to him, and his success ‘was extraordi- 
nary. 

Returning, the ironmaster’s eye singled out the recruit’s 
name on the pay roll. 

“Who is this man?” he asked. “Why was he hired?” 

They told him. The business emergency, the outsider’s 
fitness, and the dearth of house material. 

“You tried no one?” 

This was admitted, but the lieutenants pointed out that 
this was an opportunity to add to the force a creative busi- 
ness getter, and they called attention to what he had ac- 
complished. Instantly came Mr. Crane’s decision. 

“Get rid of him. Be fair in settling with him. Help him 
to a new connection, and make it clear why he is leaving 
us, but get rid of him. That job belongs to one-.of our 
men. Who is in line for it?” 

This was the policy which built a manufacturing and 
selling organization remarkable for efficiency and individual 
initiative and company spirit. ‘ 

“Civil service rules prevail throughout this house,” Mr. 


“ 


Crane explained many times. “No stranger is to be given 
the place some one already in our employ can fill. Every- 
day efficiency is to count as proof of fitness and capacity to 
administer larger trusts.” 

“Getting the right boy is the basis of our organization,” 
Mr. Crane said. “If we hire the wrong boy at the start we 
waste our training on a drone, or ultimately advancing him, 
get a bad executive. Our plan is to catch them young, to 
train them to our methods, to develop their initiative, and 
how to work and think in our way.” 

The head of the company always insisted that department 
heads train men below them to familiarity with the duties of 
their offices. 

“T will not have a man who is over important,” he once 
said. “I don’t want one who cannot go away for six 
months, if necessary, without injury to the business. The 
man is a failure who hasn’t the courage and ability to 
choose strong men as his aids and to train them to take 
his place.” 

These are principles that appeal to the common sense of 
any right minded man. But Crane was a leader and a suc- 
cess because he had the will and the grit to act on them 
at moments when the expedient thing seemed to be to “let 
the principle go just this once.” And to that is attributed 


his extraordinary success. 





Stowing Tools in the Wagon. 


It takes the average construction gang longer to stow 
away the tools in the wagon at night than to set a pole, 
or draw in a reel of cable. This is one of the little leaks 
that it will take time to correct. It is like the problem 
of teaching a raw recruit to make a comfortable, sanitary 
camp in short order at the end of a hard day’s march. 


The proper sequence of motions is drilled into the new 
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soldier until it becomes a part oi his liie—and from that 
time on he takes pride in his efficiency. He despises the 
raw newcomer for his awkwardness, and still more for his 
lack of proper spirit. 

The so-called efficiency engineers have grasped the im- 
portance of the principle of drill, and the satisfaction a 
man takes in his own work well done. But a lineman can 
be his own efficiency engineer, and by practicing system 
and order, win promotion in the same way a private in the 
army gains his sergeant’s stripes. The tool wagon is a 
good place to begin. 





Private Telephone Systems and Measured Service. 


In Winnipeg, Manitoba, some one has hit upon a scheme 
which we have been expecting for some time would result 
from the extension of the measured rate plan of charging 
for service—namely, the introduction of private local sys- 
tems to carry a heavy localized traffic. This is precisely 
what the grain exchange of Winnipeg proposes te do if 
the government carries out its plan for the introduction of 
measured rates, which are popularly assumed in Winnipeg 
to be unnecessarily high. 

It is said that much of the telephoning in the grain ex- 
change is done between the different offices in the building. 
Of course, the feasibility of any such project depends upon 
the amount of localized traffic, and, under suitable condi- 
tions, it might be a true economic gain, so there could be 
no proper objection by a telephone company. At the same 
time the promotion of such projects would undoubtedly be 
taken up with vigor and to a certain extent might be car- 
ried on by irresponsible parties, resulting in their over-ex- 
tension, to the loss not only of the operating telephone 
company but also of the subscribers to the project. The 
possibility that this plan will have advocates, however, is 
to be carefully considered by any company introducing 
measured service, and is an argument in favor of close 
figuring on message rates to large users, such as are found 
in centralized business districts, and liberality in the offer- 
ing of intercommunicating system and branch exchange 
privileges. 





James J. Hill on Business. 

When opinions on business conditions have been sought 
during recent months James J. Hill, the Great Northern 
Railway magnate, has usually found something to say 
which is not cheering. But now even Mr. Hill recognizes 
the dawn of better things. In an interview given out a few 
days ago he said that business in the Northwest is quiet, 
but good. 


“Taking all the known factors into account,” he said, “the 
outlook for next year is favorable. Unfortunately, people 
are not starting many new enterprises and there is little 
new railroad work projected, otherwise things look all 
right. Moisture conditions are excellent, so far, for next 


year’s harvest.” 


When even the pessimists are convinced, normal people 


should have no fears as to what the current year will bring ferth. 














Lincoln Company Buys Out Nebraska Bell in Big Field 


Deal Just Approved by State Railway Commission Will Bring About Retirement of Bell in Twenty-two Counties 
South of Platte River—Lincoln Independent, in Turn, Will Withdraw from Territory North 
of River—Connections to be Made Between Systems 


The Nebraska Railway Commission has handed down an 
order, in response to a request preferred by the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., authorizing that corporation 
to increase its capitalization for the purpose of purchasing 
from the Nebraska (Bell) Telephone Co. all its property 
in twenty-two counties south of the Platte River, in south- 
eastern Nebraska. 

Negotiations for this deal, whereby the Bell withdraws 
from the field named, and the Lincoln company withdraws 
from the field north of the Platte, have been under way 
for several months. They have been conducted, for the 
Lincoln company, by Frank H. Woods, its president. The 
contract between the two companies was formally accepted 
and signed last week. Its sanction by the commission 
now renders it operative. 

The property sold includes forty-eight exchanges and a 
number of toll stations in the counties of Cass, Otoe, Ne- 
maha, Richardson, Pawnee, Johnson, Lancaster, Gage, Saun- 
ders, Butler, Seward, Saline, York, Fillmore, Jefferson, 
Thayer, Clay, Hamilton, Polk, Nuckolls, Adams and Web- 
ster. 

The Lincoln company also becomes the owner, through 
purchase of a majority of the stock, of the Plattsmouth 
Telephone Co., the Nebraska City Telephone Co., the Gol- 
denrod Telephone Co. and the Butler County Independent 
Telephone Co. The first two are Independent properties 
that were bought something over a year ago by the Bell, 
but which the latter was prevented from taking over by an 
injunction suit begun by Attorney General Thompson. 

At the same time the, Lincoln company and its associates 
sell to the Bell company their controlling interests in four 
Independent properties north of the river, the Grand Island 
Telephone Co., the Fremont Telephone ,Co., the Howard 
County Telephone Co., and toll lines north of the river, 
owned by the York Telephone Co. ° 

All that the Bell will own in the South Platte country is 
a toll line running direct from Ashland to Grand Island, 
a part of the New York-Denver system of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

The purchase of the Bell property gives the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. ownership and control of 45,- 
000 telephones, instead of the 18,000 now on its lines, and 
it will possess 5,000 miles of toll pole lines and 15,000 miles 
of copper circuit. 

There still remain a number of Independent companies 
in the territory north of the river, the status of which will 
be unchanged, except that the Bell will connect its toll and 
long distance lines to their boards. 

South of the river and within the territory vacated by 
the Bell are a number of small farm mutual companies 
and a few large Independent companies that are not a part 
of the Lincoln concern. Some of those not now associated 
therewith will become a part of the corporation, while oth- 
ers will become allied with the system through toll line 
and connection contracts. The Lincoln company now owns 
exchanges at Lincoln, Beatrice, Fremont and Wymore. 


In addition it has large stock interests in Independent 
companies at Wilber, Friend, Tobias, comprising the bulk 
of the Saline county system in the York County Telephone 
Co., with eight or ten exchanges, and in the companies 
at Grand Island, Steinauer, Bennet, Panama, Hebron, Carle- 
ton, Belvidere, Superior and Edgar. 


Bell exchanges at the following points are purchased by 
the Lincoln company: Ashland, Auburn, Ayr, Beatrice, Blue 
Hill, Cordova, Crab Orchard, Crete, David City, Dorchester, 
Dunbar, Elk Creek, Exeter, Fairbury, Fremont and Wy- 
more. In addition Hanson, Harvard, Hastings, Hebron, Ju- 
niata, Lincoln and suburbs, Louisville, Milford, Milligan, Ne- 
braska City, Nelson, Osceola, Pauline, Pickrell, Plattsmouth, 
Prosser, Red Cloud, Reynolds, Rising City, Seward, Shick- 
ley, Sterling, Stromsburg, Superior, Tecumseh, Wahoo, Wil- 
ber, Wymore, York, Yutan. 

Under the agreement each organization is to enjoy the 
facilities of the other’s toll lines. The Lincoln company 
retains all its present toll connections, and in addition has 
made a ten-year contract for the connection of its lines 
at convenient places along the Platte and Missouri rivers 
with the toll lines of the Bell companies. 

The accompanying map shows the field which is now 
turned over to the Independent company. As soon as 
possible the plants in towns where the Bell also operated 
are to be joined with the Independent systems, bringing 
about a unified service throughout the territory. 

The Railway Commission has, as stated, now granted 
permission to the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. to 
increase its capitalization to $11,250,000, consisting of $1,- 
250,000 of 6 per cent. non-voting special preferred stock, 
$7,500,000 of 5 
and $2,500,000 of common stock. 

Of the 5 per cent. special non-voting stock, $2,205,730 
is to pay for the Bell property. The proceeds of the bal- 
ance, $794,270, is to be applied to extension, consolidation, 
betterments, new construction and payment of indebtedness. 
In addition $350,000 of common stock is to be sold, the 
proceeds of which will be invested in the stock of asso- 
ciated companies. In addition to taking the $2,205,730 of 
special preferred stock in payment for their property, the 
3ell interests have agreed to buy an additional half mil- 
lion. They will thus become large stockholders in the 
Lincoln company, but will have no voice in its management, 
as their stock is non-voting. 

The actual withdrawal ‘of the Bell from the field south of 
the river, and of the Independent from that north of the 
river, as well as the physical merger of the hitherto com- 
peting local properties in the South Platte territory, will 
now, it is said, be consummated as rapidly as possible. 

The balance sheet of the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., as of December 1, 1911,’as submitted to the Railway 
Commission, was as below: 


per cent. non-voting special preferred stock, 


BALANCE SHEET. 
ASSETS. 

Actual cost of plant 
Buildings and Peal estate. ........ 66. sce eeseee 
Purmiture 2nd Geis 2... 2 cs 5 oe eee hae 
Bills receivable 
Accounts receivable 
3onds of other corporations owned............ 
Stocks of other corporations owned........... 
Material and‘supplies on hand................. 
Cash in hand and in banks... .... 2.5.0.0. ss. vese 
re ies ea sewn ox cee 


5,023.45 
97,692.81 
41,481.37 


129,092.49 
67,497.17 
15,930.03 

4,199.94 








Total 
(Continued on page 39.) 
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(Continued from page 37.) 
LIABILITIES. 


Common stock issued and outstanding.........$1,104,475.00 


Preferred stock issued and outstanding........ 85,050.00 
Preferred stock issued and outstanding in the 

EsmcOln THICORORE Ce. oe oo oins.co cassie bcescas 147,200.00 
Bonds, Lincoln Telephone Co..... 2. .:005 660s000 555,100.00 
Mortgages on real ‘estate... ... 2... .csccceeees 10,000.00 
me Ba Fa PAE IG 66s ohio ew dee arses Basen 60,000.00 
ER eee Need TE Pr eee eee 135,500.00 
Accounts payable 10,831.40 
tie Tenens 2 ssc einai wae oeedaues 7,738.74 
Accrued interest and dividends................ 2,998.26 
Sanbssece 1000 FOSCEVE§... 65.0 sine ose sceswis'a cis onesie eaheastieta 
a GER GOEo sce vatatoaia xiceicl bie oles a alaiourneca 9,699.65 
GE SUIS og tak SR aes ee ea 29,855.20 

ON ca 2 feet oe eid ene ER tient ae eae ato $2,151,445.25 





Federal Telephones Adopted at Lackawanna, N.. Y. 

Since making formal protest against the rate advance 
proposed by the Bell telephone Company for Lackawanna, 
N. Y., as announced recently in TELEPHONY, the city 
officials and some of the business men have decided to dis- 
card the Bell telephones altogether and use Independent 
service. The mayor on December 22 authorized the signing 
of contracts for four Federal telephones to replace Bell 
instruments taken out of the city offices and a number of 
individuals have also taken similar action. 

The Bell company threatened to cut off all telephone 
service in Lackawanna city on their lines if the present 
users did not sign the new contract which compassed the 
five cent toll rate between Lackawanna city, which form- 
erly was free service. The common council took up the 
case and acting on the initiative, threw out the Bell in- 
struments. 





New Record in Handling Calls at Atlanta. 

A. B. Conklin, general manager of the Atlanta (Ga.) 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., says that this Christmas sea- 
son broke all records for his company. On Saturday, De- 
cember 23, the last shopping day before Christmas, there 
were 93,325 Atlanta telephone calls handled through the 
central exchange of the company, the heavy traffic through 
the Decatur, East Point and other suburban exchanges not 
being included in these figures. 

Had it not been for the clearing weather that permitted 
shoppers to make their way down town later in the day, 
there is no doubt but that the figures would have run far in 
excess of 100,000. 


Indiana Town Does Not Relish Merger. 

A Lebanon, Ind., dispatch in the Indianapolis Sun says 
that the taking over of the Independent company there 
by the Bell “is not welcomed by the citizens of this city 
and community. The Independents cover the entire coun- 
ty while the Bell has not more than 500 telephones in 
the same territory. The Bell people for five years have 
given free service, but even free use of the telephone has 
failed to induce some 300 patrons to ailow them to be 
installed in homes and business houses. The merchants, 
ever since the Bell people invaded the local field, have 
refused to use the system.” 








Louisville Exchange Plans Approved. 


Plans approved for the new exchange of the Louisville 
Home Telephone Co. contemplate the erection of a $15. 
000 building on Twenty-sixth street between Magazine and 
Chestnut. 
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Independent Activity in Kentucky. 

The Central Home Telephone & Telegraph Co. of Louis- 
ville, Ky., has opened the new toll line from Paducah to 
Murray, through Galloway county. Another line, twenty 
miles in length, is now being built from Russellville to Elk- 
ton, Ky. 

Commenting on this new construction, S. M. Heller of 
the Central Home company said: “The year just passed 
has developed a large amount of business for the Inde- 
pendent interests of Western Kentucky. This progress dur- 
ing 1911 has been greater than at any time in the history 
of Independent telephony in this field and we are con- 
tinuously gaining territory that has either never been 
touched before or else has been devoted exclusively to Bell 
interests.” 





Iowa Company Reports Good Year. 

The Eden Mutual Telephone Co. of Schaller, Iowa, is re- 
ported to have closed a very prosperous and satisfactory 
year. Out of 208 rural homes in the territory which it 
serves, the company has telephones in 200 of them. In the 
limits of Schaller the company has an installation averag- 
ing one telephone for every four people. Net earnings for 
the year are said to be equivalent to 20 per cent. of the 
company’s investment. 

The former board of directors and the officers were re- 
elected as follows: President, E. C. Merkley; vice-presi- 
dent, A. D. Woodke; secretary and treasurer, W. M. 
Speaker; Henry Watson and Phil. Walker. Charles E. 
Guernsey was re-elected manager. 


Union Electric Sale at Rock Island. 

The Rock Island, Ill., city council has unanimously re- 
fused to pass an ordinance granting the Union Electric 
Telephone Co. the right to sell its plant to the Central 
Union Bell. It was also decided to refuse to call another 
special election for the purpose of obtaining a popular vote 
on,the proposition at this time. The law provides that the 
same shall not be raised twice within six months. 





Salt Lake Left Without Protection in Rates. 

By a close vote, seven to six, the city council of Salt 
Lake City, defeated a resolution declaring the franchise of 
the former Independent telephone company in that city 
to be void, as also the sale of the company to the Bell 1n- 
terests. The motion was introduced by J. W. McKinney, 
who sought to secure some guarantee from the Mountain 
States Bell company to hold rates down. 





Dixon, Illinois, Reports Satisfactory Growth. 

The Dixon (Ill.) Home Telephone Co. reports a net gain 
of 120 subscribers for the year 1911, it having been the 
best year since 1907. The company had 1,847 telephones in 
operation on January 1, having a telephone for every 5 1-3 
of the population in the city, and 80 per cent. of the farm 
houses in the surrounding country. 





Holding Company Formed at Owensboro. 

A new Hartford Telephone Co. has been formed at 
Owensboro to act as holding company for the old Hart- 
ford Telephone Co., in that city. The incorporators were 
William W. Crawford, W. T. Hale and J. Joseph Hettinger, 
all of Louisville. 








Bell Secures Franchise jin Quincy, Illinois. 
The Central Union (Bell) Telephone Co. has been 
granted a twenty-five year franchise by the city council 
of Quincy, Ill. The company waives all right to an exist- 


ing franchise which it claims has many years yet to run. 
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Who Are the Twenty Greatest Telephone Men? 

A correspondent, who evidently does not propose to al- 
low Andrew Carnegie or any one else to get ahead of the 
telephone men, springs a new one on TELEPHONY this 
week. 

“Andrew Carnegie,” he writes, “was the first to publish 
a list of the world’s twenty greatest men. Many took ex- 
ception to his list and submitted lists of their own. These 
lists were followed by lists of the world’s twenty greatest 
women, twenty greatest ball players, etc. I submit a list 
of the men who, in my opinion, are the world’s twenty 
greatest telephone men. Take a shot at it, and let 
TELEPHONY’S readers submit lists, that out of the lot we 
may know the twenty men who have done most for the 
development of the telephone. My list follows and is ar- 
ranged alphabetically: 


FE. L. Barber, J. G. Ihmsen, 

A. G. Bell, J. C. Kelsey, 
Emil Berliner, M. G. Kellogg, 

P. C. Burns, J. E. Keelyn, 

J. J. Carty, H. B. McMeal, 
T. A. Edison, F. A. Pickernell, 
F. P. Fish, Philip Reis, 
Elisha Gray, Alfred Stromberg, 
B. G. Hubbell, A. B. Strowger, 
J. E. Hudson, T. N. Vail. 


“T believe many of the old timers can suggest lists which 


will be interesting to telephone men. 
An Old Subscriber.” 
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Here is a new game. Follow his example and “take a 
shot at it.” Let’s have a consensus of opinion as to just 
who are the world’s greatest in the field of the telephone. 
Send in the lists and send them now. 





Would Forfeit Western Union Charter. 


Steps to have the charter of the Western Union Tele- 
gvaph Co. forfeited have been taken by Ralph W. Jackman, 
an attorney of Madison, Wis., who requested Secretary of 
State Frear to act in the matter. Frear has asked Attor- 
ney General Bancroft for an opinion as to what action shall 
be taken. A statute provides that all corporations licensed 
to do business in Wisconsin shall lose their charters when 
they remove from the state courts to the federal courts 
causes of action arising in the state. Jackman alleges that 
the company has removed to the federal courts several suits 
started against it by Wisconsin parties. 





To Investigate Bell Right to Operate in Aurora. 

The mayor of Aurora, Ill, has appointed a committee of 
three to investigate the franchise under which the Chicago 
(Bell) Telephone Co. is operating in that city. It has been 
pointed out that the Bell company is the only public serv- 
ice corporation doing business in Aurora without payment 
of some kind to the city. 





. Common Battery System for Knoxville. 
The Peoples Telephone & Telegraph Co., of Knoxville, 
Tenn., will shortly install a common battery system in that 
city. A number of other improvements are contemplated. 
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LETTER OF PRESIDENT VAIL ANNOUNCING BELL POLICY 
The following letter given out from New York last week will be read with great interest by all telephone men, as it 
sets forth the policy of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. and its associated companies with relation to the Inde- 
TELEPHONY is advised that this letter has been sent to all the Bell companies through- 


In order that the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. and its associated companies may follow the same 
policy with respect to maintaining toll connections with Independent companies it seems wise to state just what 
that policy is in this regard, and to advise the Associated Bell Companies and ask them to adopt the same for their 


FIRST. The Associated Bell Companies will extend toll line connections to any point or to any company 
where opposition exchanges do not exist, and where the result of such toll line connections would be a reasonable 


The terms and conditions for transmitting or receiving toll or long-distance messages at such points shall be 
fair and equitable and as favorable as the terms and conditions extended to any other companies operating un- 


Should any Associated Bell Company acquire, by purchase or otherwise, any toll line which has 
connection with any Independent exchange or toll line, all facilities enjoyed at the time of the acquisition by the 
Independent exchanges or toll lines for sending or receiving messages shall be continued. When increased facili- 
ties shall be needed from time to time, such facilities shall be subject to future contracts which shall be made fair 


THIRD. Should any Associated Bell Company acquire, by purchase or otherwise, any Independent exchange 
property which has toll line connections, the Associated Bell Company will not cut off or disturb in any way such 


It is to be understood that all existing connecting contracts or arrangements between Independ- 
ent companies, or between Independent and Bell companies, shall continue without interruption should there be 
any change in the ownership, thus preserving the status of the situation. 

FIFTH. It is to be understood in all of the above cases that it is the wish and intention to preserve any 
facilities or connections which Independent companies and their patrons may enjoy at the time the property of an 
Independent company may be acquired, with such increase of the same facilities as may be necessary on account of 
future growth and extension of the business, but it is not the intention that by virtue of such acquisition, the range 
of facilities of any Independent company or of the patrons of any Independent company shall be increased. 

SIXTH. The Associated Bell Companies will not require connecting companies to use any special make of 
The only requirement will be the use of such facilities and equipment as will give com- 


It is to be distinctly understood that this policy does not in any way contemplate physical con- 
nection between opposition exchanges, nor does it contemplate the interchange of messages between two or more 
exchanges located within the same town or community.— (Signed) Theodore N. Vail, President, American Tele- 


New York, January 5, 1912. 

















Government Now Investigating Bell ‘Telephone Company 


Interview Given Out By John H. Wright, General Manager of Home Telephone Co., Jamestown, N. Y.., 
to Chicago Newspapers, Declares That Agents of Department of Justice Are Gathering 
Evidence of Alleged Bell Violations of Sherman Anti-Trust Law 


In response to the urgent petitions of Independent tele- 
phone men all over the country, the Department of Justice, 
at Washington, is making a searching investigation of the 
operations of the American (Bell) Telephone and Tele- 
graph Co., to ascertain if the Bell organization has been, 
or is, violating the Sherman anti-trust law. If the inquiry 
develops, as is expected, that the Bell has unlawfully con- 
ducted its business in restraint of trade and the destruction 
of competition, the national government will administer to 
it the same dose of medicine that was given the Standard 
Oil, the Steel and the Tobacco combines for their monopo- 


listic misdeeds. 
That the government is in earnest is evidenced by the 


following interview, given to the Chicago Examiner this 
week by John H. Wright, of Jamestown, N.Y. 


Ten thousand requests for a government investiga- 
tion of the Bell Telephone Company, the result of a 
campaign against the Home Telephone Co. of James- 
town, N. Y., has resulted in a mammoth federal inves- 
tigation of the company which reaches from coast to 
coast, and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian 
border. This became known yesterday following the 
completion of the investigation of the Chicago end of 
the system. 

Government operatives have been conducting an in- 
vestigation of the violations of the Sherman anti-trust 
law from a suite in the Majestic Hotel. 

The requests which have been received by the attor- 
ney general have contained an abundance of evidence, 
and the secret service men have been scattered here 
and there throughout the country to confirm evidence 
presented to the officials. 

The investigation not only entails the working of the 
Bell telephone system, but the banking houses of J. P. 
Morgan & Co., of New York, and R. L. Day & Co. 


It is charged in some of the complaints that it is the 
object of the Bell Telephone Co. to restrain trade and 
stifle competition by the wrecking of Independent tele- 
phone companies all over the United States. 


Efforts have been made, according to charges con- 
tained in some of the complaints, to effect a consoli- 
dation between the Bell Telephone Co. and the greater 
portion of the 21,000 Independent telephone companies, 
which would enable the new organization to wipe out 
those which would not enter into the arrangement. 


Wright, who is assisting the government, last night 
told of the progress made and the conditions that 
exist. 

“T instituted this fight for the protection of myself 
and other small telephone stockholders,” he said. 
“When the Bell Telephone Co. started to stifle the 
competition which we were beginning to make in smatl 
towns, and when a proposition was made to merge all 
of the companies, and organize a new company, with 
a provision to water it to the extent of $300,000,000 to 
make up the loss experienced from the establishment 
of Independent companies, the campaign for a govern- 
ment investigation was begun. 


“IT never expected to go into the telephone business 
when I installed my little line, but other persons in the 
town who did not feel like paying the exorbitant prices 
of the Bell Telephone Co. asked me to assist them in 
the establishment of a local telephone company. 
Gradually we made connections with Buffalo, then 
Cleveland, then Detroit; other connections were made 
with Pittsburgh and Meadville, Pa. 

“But the Bell Telephone Co. was not satisfied to al- 
low the smaller companies to exist.” 


Here Mr. Wright is quoted as mentioning various lo- 
calities where competition had been suppressed by the Bell 
interests, and other places where action was 
planned. The Examiner concludes with the statement that 
places where the investigation is to be made within the next 
few days are St. Louis and various points in Missouri and 
Kansas, where the Gary properties are located. 

A dispatch in the Chicago IJnter-Ocean was, in part, as 
“The battle the Bell 
and the Independent telephone interests of the country 
is apparently approaching a crisis, and every possible ef- 
fort is being made on the part of the Independents to 
have the government investigate the conduct of the Bell 
corporation under the provisions of the Sherman anti-trust 
act. 

“Acting in accordance with the resolution adopted by the 
board of directors of the National Independent Telephone 
Association, all available evidence from every part of the 
country is being gathered subject to the call of the federal 
and state investigators. 

“When this evidence is sufficient for the basis of prose- 
cution by the Department of Justice, Independent opera- 
tives say, the strongest case of violation of the Sherman 
law yet instituted will be launched.” 


similar 


follows: long-drawn-out between 
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Cumberland Bell Changes Absorption Plan. 

Another step in the process of absorption by the Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Company of the commana 
stock of the Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Compan 
was taken last week when the Cumberland company filed 
amended articles of incorporation, containing an agreement 
for the conversion of common into preferred stock, in th 
offices of the clerk of Jefferson county in Louisville. . 

The conversion is to take place before February 1, 1912. 
Preferred stock is to be redeemed in 5 per cent. bonds out 
of an issue of $15,000,000 in American Telephone securi- 
ties and ultimately will accomplish the purpose of retiring 
as much of the Cumberland stock as is thus converted 

The recent move of amended incorporation was inte 
because of statutory limitations which would not permit 
Cumberland common being exchanged by its holders for 
Cumberland 5 per cent. bonds. Kentucky laws will not 
permit common stock conversion or retirement in bond 
issues by a holding company, so resort was had to the 
plan of issuing preferred stock and extending to holders 
of common -he option of exchange for preferred, the latter 
securities to be in turn converted at the holder’s option 
into bonds. 

The agreement that has been filed recites that the Cum- 
berland company is now capitalized at $19,680,150. It pro- 
poses that any holder of common stock may convert 50 
per cent. of his stock into preferred, bearing a non-cumu- 
lative dividend of 7 per cent., payable quarterly, and that 
the American company agrees to convert all of the pre- 
ferred shares of any stockholder, even should he propose 
to exchange all of his common for preferred, into A. T. & 
T. holdings, the latter company further agreeing to main- 
tain the parity between common and preferred inasmuch 
as it controls more than 50 per cent of Cumberland stock. 
The agreement provides that it is to take effect when two- 
thirds of the company’s stockholders have signed it. 
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Theodore Gary Tells of Work Done by "Committee of Seven" 


A Statement of What Has Taken Place From The Time This Committee Was Appointed at The Conference 
Held in The Blackstone Hotel, Chicago, in December 1910, to The Date of Its Dissolution 
on Saturday, January 6, 1912, by The Secretary of The Committee 


Frank H. Woods, chairman of the committee of seven 
appointed at the Blackstone Hotel conference held in De- 
cember, 1910, called a meeting of the conference at the 
Auditorium Hotel Saturday, January 6, 1912, to hear a re- 
port from the committee. Mr. Woods was absent, owing 
to illness, and Mr. Gary called the meeting to order and 
was chosen to preside, with the following present: W. A. 
Jackson, Detroit; G. D. Edwards, St. Louis; W. W. Woods, 
Lincoln; A. A. Godard, Topeka; F. A. Davis, Columbus; 
Theodore Gary, Macon; H. S. Baker, Sioux City; B. G. 
Hubbell, Buffalo; H. D. Critchfield, Chicago; O. C. Snider, 
Kansas City; C. A. Otis, Cleveland; S. E. Ward, Mansfield, 
Ohio; Wm. Fortune, Indianapolis; E. B. Fisher, Grand 
Rapids; L. D. Kellogg, Chicago; Manford Savage, Cham- 
paign, Ill.; C. C. Deering, Omaha; F. N. Kondolf, Roches- 
ter; John H. Wright, Jamestown, N. Y. 

Mr. Gary advised the members of the conference present 
that the committee was unable to report, but he read a 
copy of the letter announcing the future policy of the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Co., and the Asso- 
ciated Bell companies, which is printed in full in another 
part of this issue. Several motions were put and some dis- 
cussion took place as to whether the conference and com- 
mittee should adjourn sine die with the effect of dissolution, 
or should adjourn to meet for dissolution on Feb. 10, 1912, 
the day after the National Association’s convention. A mo- 
tion to adjourn to February 10 was lost and the motion to 
adjourn was carried, thus dissolving the conference and the 
committee. 

As a great deal of interest has been aroused as to the 
progress of this committee, TELEPHONY has secured from 
Theodore Gary a statement which is self-explanatory and 
covers the work of the committee from the original meet- 
ing at the Blackstone Hotel to the meeting held January 
6, 1912. Mr. Gary’s statement follows: 


“As most of your readers know, a committee of seven, 
consisting of F. H. Woods, Chairman; Theodore Gary, 
Secretary; Arnold Kalman, E. H. Moulton, G. D. Edwards, 
B. G. Hubbell and H. D. Critchfield, appointed at the 
Blackstone Hotel (Chicago), Dec. 9, 1910, conference, 
at which T. N. Vail, H. P. Davison and others represent- 
ing the A. T. & T. Co. and J. P. Morgan & Co., and W. A. 
Jackson, Detroit; S. B. Jeffries, St. Louis; A. N. Edwards, 
St. Louis; F. H. Woods, Lincoln: R. Valentine, Janesvilie, 
Wis.; W .F. Rankin, St. Joseph, Mo.; M. W. Woods, Lin- 
coln; A. A. Godard, Topeka, Kans.; F. A. Davis, Colum- 
bus, O.; J. B. Russell, New York City; N. G. Hunter, Wa- 
bash, Ind.; W. F. Goodrich, LaCrosse, Wis.; A. E. Boqua, 
Ft. Smith, Ark.; F. H. Reed, Chicago; Theodore Gary, 
Macon, Mo.; H. S. Baker, Sioux City, Ia.; B. G. Hubbell, 
Buffalo; E. H. Moulton, Minneapolis; E. B. Fisher, Grand 
Rapids; H. D. Critchfield, Chicago; Breckinridge Jones, St. 
Louis; H. Linton Reber, St. Louis; A. Kalman, St. Paul; 
QO. C. Snider, Kansas City; J. J. Heim, Kansas City; C. A. 
Otis, Cleveland; G. J. Woods, Lincoln; C. F. Rood, Grand 
Rapids; J. B. Ware, Grand Rapids; J. W. Stuart, Grand 
Rapids; F. W. Stevens, New York City; S. E. Ward, Mans- 
field, O.; H. F. Knight (Edwards & Co.), St. Louis; Wm. 
Fortune, Indianapolis; F. J. Day, Council Bluffs; W. J. 
Melchers, Alma, Mich.; W. J. Uhl, Logansport, Ind.; L. D. 
Kellogg, Chicago; G. H. Clarke, Chicago; M. Savage, 
Champaign, Ill.; C. C. Deering, Omaha; H. Jos. Harris, 
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Chicago; Hart F. Farwell, Terre Haute, representing vari- 
ous Independent properties, were present. 

“After it was agreed at this meeting that a committee 
would be appointed, a truce was entered into and it was 
agreed by Mr. Vail for the A. T. & T. Co., that the Bell 
company would make no new deais for the acquisition 
or control of Independent companies or properties during 
the pendency of negotiations. He reserved the right, how- 
ever, to consummate deals where negotiations were pend- 
ing and good faith required. At this conference, Mr. 
Davison, for J. P. Morgan & Co., stood sponsor for the 
good faith and faithful performance of the bell companies 
in the negotiations. 

“The committee has had various conferences, looking 
to the betterment of the telephone business, with Messrs. 
Vail, Davison and others representing the A. T. & T. Co., 
which resulted in a verbal agreement between all of the 
parties, which understanding was reduced to writing and 
each member of the committee, except Mr. Critchfield, 
signed, thereby undertaking to say that the memorandum 
recited their understanding of what had taken place up to 
that time. Mr. Critchfield dissented on the ground that 
the memorandum did not set out all that had been agreed 
to. This agreement was as follows: 

The following is a brief statement of the understand- 
ing up to this time between the undersigned committee 
and J. P. Morgan & Co., by Mr. Davison, and the Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph Co., by Mr. Vail: 

First: That the committee shall designate Independent 
and Bell properties for the purpose of valuing them. 

Second: That upon an agreement of values, the Bell 
company agrees to merger and J. P. Morgan & Co. agree 
to underwrite the securities when it can be done legally. 

Third: That J. P. Morgan & Co. and the A. T. & T. 
Co. will so treat any and all of the Independent compa- 
nies when companies so elect and it can be legally done. 

Fourth: That if any territory shall be unable to secure 
legislation permitting merger or-to sell to a competitor, 
the Bell company will extend to this territory, to those 
acting in good faith in endeavoring to secure such legis- 
lation, the same facilities had by the companies merged, 
“This understanding was reported to the conference that 

appointed the committee at the meeting held in Chicago on 
the 9th day of January, 1911, and the conference selected 
the following properties for negotiations: 

“Federal Telephone & Telegraph Co., Buffalo, N. Y., B. G. 
Hubbell. 

“Home Telephone Co., Detroit Mich., W. A. Jackson. 

“Union Telephone Co., Alma, Mich., W. J. Melchers. 

“Citizens Telephone Co. and affiliated companies, Cham- 
paign, Freeport, Jacksonville, Galesburg, III., 

“Tri-State, subsidiaries and affiliated companies, Minneap- 
olis, Minn., E. H. Moulton. 

“Fox River Valley Co., Janesville, Wis. 

“Sioux City Telephone Co., Sioux City, Ia. 

“New State Telephone Co., Sioux City, Ia., H. S. Baker. 

“Independent Telephone Co., Council Bluffs, Ia., F. J. Day. 

“Lincoln T. & T. Co. and affiliated companies, Lincoln, 
Neb., F. H. Woods. 

“Independent Telephone Co., Omaha, Neb. 

“Gary System: St. Joseph H. L. D. T. Co., St. Joseph, 
Mo.; St. Joseph H. L. D. T. Co., St. Joseph, Mo.; Indepen- 
dent Telephone Co., Topeka, Kan.; Atchison Telephone 
Co., Atchison, Kan.; Nevada Telephone Co., Nevada, Mo.; 
Home Telephone Co., Joplin, Mo. 

“Home Telephone Co., Kansas City, Mo., Arnold Kalman. 





January 13, 1912. 


“Pan L. D. Telephone Co. (and associated), Ft. Smith, Ark., 
A. E. Boqua. 

“Jamestown Telephone Co., Jamestown, N. Y. 

“At this meeting Messrs. Woods and Gary were author- 
ized to invite the Kinloch. The names selected were sub- 
mitted to J. P. Morgan & Co. The chairman was author- 
ized to add not to exceed five names of companies to the 
above list. 

“The special committee was continued. Approximately 
twenty companies were selected for valuation. Each com- 
pany was to report to the conference by February 1 wheth- 
er the result of negotiations had been satisfactory. No 
deal was to be consummated until reported to the con- 
ference. Same arrangement was to be extended to other 
companies, as the committee might determine. 

“Later, the following companies were withdrawn from 
the number selected: 

“Union Telephone Co., Alma, Mich.; W. J. Melchers. 

“Champaign, Freeport, Jacksonville, Galesburg, III. 

“Fox River Valley Co., Janesville, Wis. 

“Jamestown Telephone Co., Jamestown, N. Y. 

“The following companies were substituted and added: 

“The Kinloch Telephone Co, St. Louis, by special ar- 
rangement. 

“Albany, N. Y. L 

“Quincy, Ill. 

“Clinton, Iowa. 

“Hoges’ properties in Kentucky. 

“Under these conditions, negotiations proceeded until 
tentative contracts had been made with owners of a num- 
ber of the properties designated, when a misunderstand- 
ing arose concerning the time when tentative deals were 
to be closed under the terms of the truce; a further con- 
ference was held at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, February 
16, 1911, with Mr. Davison, Mr. Kingsbury and others, to- 
gether with the members of the committee, when an agree- 
ment was reached by those present representing the com- 
mittee, J. P. Morgan & Co., and the A. T. & T. Co., as 
follows: 

That no further deals should be consummated as to 
properties selected by committee for negotiations until 
after committee made its report to the conference 
committee. 

That said report should be made on or before March 
1, 1911, unless N. C. Kingsbury should extend the 
time, it being understood that all companies heretofore 
designated should be given a reasonable opportunity to 
negotiate. 

It is understood further that the members of this 
committee that have reached satisfactory agreements 
shall do everything in their power to further legisla- 
tion permitting the carrying out of the respective deals 
and immediately use their influence to have pending 
litigation dismissed. 

“Shortly prior to the 1st of March, 1911, it became ap- 
parent that negotiations as to all the properties could not 
be concluded within the time prescribed. The time was 
extended by Mr. Kingsbury to some indefinite date, to be 
determined by him later, of which he was to give a reason- 
able notice to the committee. 

“While Mr. Kingsbury had expedited the negotiations 
as much as possible and although progress seems to be 
slow, it is understood that satisfactory tentative agree- 
ments have been arrived at with the following companies: 
Detroit, Mich.; Sioux City, Iowa; New State, Sioux City, 
Iowa; Omaha Independent Telephone Co., Omaha, Neb.; 
Independent Telephone Co., Council Bluffs, Iowa; and 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. and affiliated com- 
panies; Gary System; Kansas City Home; Ft. Smith, Ark., 
and affiliated companies; Quincy, Ill. and Albany, N. Y, 

“Negotiations are still pending with the other compa- 
nies designated and not withdrawn from the list, with the 
exception of the Federal company, of Buffalo, and the Tri- 
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State company, of Minneapolis and St. Paul, and the com- 
mittee has no information about the Kinloch, that com- 
pany having never indicated what its pleasure was. With 
the exception of the Council Bluffs company, none of the 
agreements reached in the negotiations have actually been 
carried into effect. 

“The committee has been informed that Bell companies 
are about t» adopt a broad policy extending to all commer- 
cial telephone companies the same connection privileges 
that it furnished it licensees and affiliated companies, it is 
thought that the principal objections to the carrying out 
of its plan for furnishing all telephone plants and lines 
throughout the United States with Bell long distance serv- 
ice, can be overcome by the adoption o1 a general policy 
applicable to all Independent companies; will bring to the 
support of the movement practically all of the telephone 
operators and investors of the country, and enable all in- 
terested in the telephone industry to inaugurate a general 
constructive policy. 

[Note—See Vail letter on another page of this issue of 
TELEPHONY.—Ed. | 

“There is some opposition to attempt to make any ar- 
rangement at all, from some men in the industry who are 
opposed to regulated monopoly, rather than competitive 
methods. The committee have hopes that a common basis 
or method of treating the telephone situation can be found 
and it is the opinion of the majority that it is desirable 
for many, if not all, interests to continue the effort to make 
equitable arrangements with the Bell company for the gen- 
eral interchange of service and do away as far as possible 
with destructive competition. 

“There has been some criticism of the committee from 
those not in the conference because the deal has not been 
thrown open to all companies long before this time, but 
inasmuch as unforeseen difficulties have and 
that it has been impossible for the officials of the A. T. & 
T. Co. to treat to a conclusion, all the companies that had 
been selected for negotiations in order to ascertain whether 
any satisfactory arrangements could be made or not, it 
seemed impracticable to open any further negotiations. No 
company, however, has been refused the privilege of enter- 
ing into negotiations that has applied to the committee 
for such privilege, that would agree to be bound by the 
conference; it should be borne in mind that it was the duty 
of the committee to arrange, if possible, a basis for all 
who might see fit to avail themselves of the opportunity 
to negotiate a legal merger or make some tentative deal 
that would, in their judgment, better the telephone situation 
and their stockholders in their respective territories, and 
not arrange to take or give advantage or preference to any 
particular company, party or parties. 


many arisen 


Tri-State Sure of Winona Franchise. 





It is now practically certain that the Tri-State Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. of Minneapolis and St. Paul will be 
granted a franchise to establish toll stations in Winona, 
Minn. All points of difference between the company and 
the city council have been reconciled, the ordinance has 
been given its first and second readings, the last and final 
one to be given January 15. At that time there is believed 
to be no doubt that the measure will pass. 


Pennsylvania Reorganization Deferred Temporarily. 





The reorganization plans of the Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia Independent companies, which comprehends the 
formation of the North American Telephone & Telegraph 
Corporation, will not be reviewed by the court until after 
February 4. Some opposition to the plan has been aroused 


and the matter will be discussed before the court. 
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Driving Subscribers to Kinloch Company. 

A correspondent of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, sign- 
ing himself “A Bell Subscriber,” can see but one outcome 
of the Bell rate raises in that city. Here is his communica- 
tion to the Globe-Democrat: 

A word to telephone subscribers who have received 
notice of cancellation of contracts from the Bell Tele- 
phone Co., taking effect January 31, 1912. Would it not 
be well for us to appoint a committee to wait upon the 
Kinloch people to see if they are in shape to take care 
of the Bell subscribers who have been so summarily 
thrown out, and if so to see what is the best rate they 
will offer for 20,000 or 30,000 new subscribers? There 
are somewhere about fifty subscribers in my line of 
business, all but three of whom are in favor of giving a 
committee the power to purchase telephone service at 
the best rate for which it can be purchased, providing 
it is no higher than the rates now prevailing. I would 
suggest the name of Frank P. Gerhart as one to serve 
on this committee and get to work at once in his usual 
commendable way. 

Apparently a large number of exclusive Bell subscribers 
are to find their way onto the books of the Kinloch Inde- 
pendent, a consummation with which the latter concern 


will find no fault. 





Kansas Company Holds Annual Meeting. 
The stockholders of the Berrytown Telephone Co., Berry- 
town, Kans., held their annual meeting recently and elected 
the following officers: President, T. B. Odell; vice-presi- 





A Touch of the Wild West. 


dent, Dr. N. J. Taylor; secretary, Roy M. Deever; treas- 
urer, L. M. Woodcock; general manager, W. H. Deits. 
Twenty-two directors were elected for the ensuing year. 

The company is reported to be in excellent condition and 
the showing compared with last year is said to be gratify- 
ing. In sending us this report, Mr. Deits sends TELEPHONY 
photographs of the company’s central operator, Miss Ruby 
Roller. This charming young woman is here shown, both 
in her every-day attire and in the costume of a “cow-girl,” 
the latter the product of a masquerade. 

Alberta, Canada, Records Telephone Gains. 

The annual report of the telephone branch of the depart- 
ment of public works of the province of Alberta, Canada, 
has just been issued and shows that big development has 
been made during the year. Work was principally confined 
to rural and long distance lines. There was constructed 
during the year 1,164 pole miles and 1,427 wire miles of 
rural work and 508 pole miles and 750 wire miles of long 
distance lines. The rural construction shows 370 pole miles 
of construction in excess of last year. 

The following new exchanges were 
opened in 1910: 





constructed and 


Alix, Castor, Erskine, Hardisty, Gleichen, 
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Killam, Mannville, Sedgewick, Stirling, Strathmore, Tofield, 
Trochu, Wainwright. 

New rural exchanges owned by the government were 
opened at the following points: Oxville, Ardrossan, Con- 
juring Creek, Bittern Lake, Edberg, Merna, Rimbey, Har- 
mattan, Bottrel, Fishburn, Barons. 

Extensions and additions to old exchange rendered neces- 
sary by growth were as follows: Blairmore, Calgary West 
(automatic exchange), Calgary Main (underground and 
aerial cable), Daysland, Fort Saswatchewan, High River, 
Innisfail, Lethbridge (extended cable), Lloydminster (ex- 
tended cable), Macleod, St. Albert, Stettler, Strathcona (ex- 
tending cable), Taber, Vegreville, Vermillion. 

The following new toll offices were opened: West Waba- 
mun, Villeneuve, Legal, Telsrow, Ryley, Holden, Bruce, 
Nestor, Viking, Kinsella, Jarrow, Irma, Ferintosh, Gadsby, 
Halkirk, Namaka, Cluny, Bassano, Nobles, Carmangay, Dia- 
mond City, New Dayton, Warner, Purple Springs, Grassy 
Lake, Burdette, Bow Island, Winnifred, Whitla, Seven Per- 
sons. 

During the year the department acquired by purchase the 
private line of the Alberta South Eastern Telephone Co., 
running from Medicine Hat to Elkwater. At Calgary the 
manual system was discarded and automatic equipment sub- 
stituted. A site was purchased for a branch and the auto- 
matic system is being installed to work in connection with 
the main manual exchange and the East Calgary automatic 
branch. The main exchange will be also made automatic. 

The most important feature of the year’s work was in 
connection with the long distance line. The Lethbridge to 
Taber line was extended to Medicine Hat. Previous to this 
Medicine Hat had no long distance telephone connection, 
but the completion of this line has brought that city into 
touch with the rest of the province. This completed the 
last link in connecting all the extreme points of the prov- 
ince from Edmonton on the north to Cardston on the south; 
Medicine Hat on the east and Blairmore and Banff on the 
west. 

The toll business for the year has shown a big increase, 
amounting to $145,723, a gain of $21,277 for the year. The 
total revenue of the service for the year was $364,145 and 
the total expenditure was $287,203.20, showing a profit of 
over $75,000. 





Elbert Hubbard on Prosperity. 

While the mucky muckrakers are busy heaving muck at 
the American people, comes R. G. Dun & Co. and 
says the percentage of failures is less than for many years; 
Roger Babson, the statistician, gives a table showing that 
our exports are increasing and the flow of gold is coming 
steadily this way; the New York Central reports having 
laid new steel from Buffalo to Albany, and that it now has 
six tracks most of the way, instead of four; the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society reports only fifty-seven deaths 
where a hundred were due to shuffle; and an ad for 
stenographers in five daily newspapers brings two applica- 
tions—both no good. Is this country going to the demni- 
tion bow-wows? I think nit. Ten per cent. of the popula- 
tion are inefficients, and these degenerates are the ones that 
the muckrakers are seeking to amuse.—Elbert Hubbard, in 
The Philistine. 





Patriotic Telephone Poles. 


An automobile pilgrimage to San Francisco in 1915 over 
a national highway to be known as the “Old Trail’s Route” 
is the ambition of the Kansas City chapter of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution. A resolution was adopted 
advocating that all telephone poles along the highway be 
painted with red, white and blue stripes. 

















The March of Progress 


Evolution of Industry— The Ultimate Outcome— Commercial or Public Control 
By J. C. Kelsey 


“The world do move,” said Brudder Gardner. 

It has been a slow movement, but its progress has been 
insistent. 

The world is better today than in all its history. There 
is a process going on acting for the better which no man 
can more than temporarily dispute. 


“Evolution takes no heed of arguments, pleas, demon- 
strations, cave dwellers nor troglodytes, but in spite of 
all these powerful influences, they have never greatly im- 
peded the march of progress.” 


There was never any forward step nor improvement 
that was immediately accepted. Men went out of their 
way to prove that these improvements were impossible, or 
would ruin the human race if persisted in. 

A great civil engineer once proved that the proposed 
Suez Canal scheme was crazy because the Red Sea was 
higher than the Mediterranean. 

Did you notice that this has interfered with the great 
Suez Canal? It still passes millions of tons through its 
portals. Suppose that this doubting Thomas had been 
listened to? 


Savants showed that steam railways were impossible, 
and would ruin the world. 

In your day, you have read ponderous arguments why 
aerial navigation was not possible. 

Suppose the Wright brothers and others had been con- 
vinced? But they were not! 

People thought freeing our slaves wouid ruin the coun- 
try. Abraham Lincoln was not so convinced! 

Gladstone was accused of trying to ruin England by 
enlarging the franchise of citizenship. Even Columbus 
was a crazy dreamer. Galileo had to say that he was 
wrong—that the earth was not round. 

Inventors have had to hide in isolated spots. 
ing press had a hard time. 


The print- 


Yet there is a soul which marches on. Nothing can 
stop it, nor can anyone describe it. 
It is really the Soul of the Commen Good, the goal 


of the March of Progress. 


It was not many years ago that the lighting of the town 
streets was accomplished by lanterns at each man’s door. 
Each man was individually responsible for his light. You 
know how easy it is to forget the oil and, further, what 
did it matter if the light was missing for a time? 

The lazy and irresponsible are everywhere, so they en- 
acted laws which compelled men to maintain the lantern 
at the front door. 


\ 





But you know how much we respect the law now. They 
did not respect it then. So it cost too much to enforce 
the law for such a trivial offense and something cheaper 
had to be substitued. 

Thinking men suggesed that, since lighting was a com- 
munal need, the town should undertake to light the streets. 
The usual number of protests were made—that it would 
ruin the incentive that lies in individual lighting, etc. 


3ut the Soul of the Common Good marched on. Light- 


ing the streets is now a public affair. 


In your day, the towns depended upon wells and cis- 
terns for drinking water, and for fire purposes, too. So 
they inefficiently fought fire by bucket brigades. 

Today Common Good votes water works bonds and the 
city controls the quality and quantity of the water. 


How much different is the problem of the street car and 
the telephone plant? 

So far, the American have not been brought 
closely into analysis of these conditions. People have 
never had real reason so far to go into the Common Good 
features of the telephone. 

Telephone monopoly was broken just at the time that 
the rumble of the new awakening was heard. 

Competition began to put telephones in every city, town, 
hamlet and rural community. 


people 





The monopoly did not realize the Common Good of the 
telephone at all. They preferred the large cities, where 
it was easier to collect big charges. 

Today, they too have learned that the telephone is an 
instrument for the Common Good, and for several years 
have preached universal and universal control, 
trying to corner it again. 


service 


Here is where the mistake lies—many telephone men 
do not believe in government or state or municipal opera- 
tion of telephones. Yet these same people are forcing 
the issue on the people. 

How? By preaching and practicing monopoly, by pur- 
chasing rivals, and getting back to the primeval days of 
telephone service. 


The human breast is not susceptibie to generous impulses 
when given monopoly. As a result, when monopoly is 
again attained, there will be an inevitable raise in price, 
an increase in arrogance, etc. 

There will be such a raise in price that the citizen of a 
town can not afford telephone service. He is accordingly 
denied the right of the Common Good, hence the city will 
have to take him into consideration. 


Common Good demands that telephone service shall ex- 
tend to every place where water is supplied to the citizens, 
or where mail is delivered to the rural population. 

Each being has a right to be a sharer in the Common 
Good of telephone service. If monopoly or false basis 
of charge enters into the telephone service, then the city 
is forced into the game. 


The Bell company realizes fully the terrible sweep of 
fifteen years of competition. 

Were not the telephone business the very best and most 
profitable one in the public utility world, the Bell treasury 
would have been empty years ago. As it is, they have 
been able to shoulder $300,000,000 losses without losing 
solvency. 

But make it plain—they can not stand another drain of 
$300,000,000 fighting municipal or government competition! 
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It is all a mistake, the bull-headed and stubborn policy 
of the past. Let us hope that common sense will sway 
the disciples of universal service in 1912. 

If you object to governmert ownership, do not sit su- 
pinely,; by and let these Bell-Independent mergers go 
through! 

Human nature is very frail. The public, so supposedly 
sighing for one telephone, is only waiting on the basis of 
giving the calf enough rope to choke it. 

I have in mind the Indianapolis merger. Right in 1911, 
it had all been planned to quietly merge the properties in 
that city. 

It was inconceivable to me that representatives of mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of Independent telephone property 
had not raised a hand to see that if a merger should take 
place, they would be protected. 


There is a gigantic scheme hatched at Indianapolis. 
Governorships have been promised and remunerative re- 
wards offered to others 3ut do any of them realize that 
they are doing the very thing which will eventually put the 
private individual out of the telephone business? 

Monopoly will fail because of a lack of stamina. Mon- 
opoly can not resist the blandishments of wrong-doing. 
It will go wrong every time. 

Independent operator greatly for the at- 
3ell to obtain universal control. 


I blame the 
tempt of the 
No one blames any individual for selling out if the price 


is right. But we do blame indecent haste. 
We are a commercial nation. No one can resist a 
dollar. But mere selling out to a foolish buyer does not 


absolve the men who started out to literally deceive the 
public. 





I could not help but read with disgust the statement of a 
past rabid Independent who had sold out, that 
tion was a failure. 

Competition is a failure when operated by incompetent 
hands. Competition has to be nearly as intelligent as 
monopoly in order to avoid general disaster. 

Both have great responsibility. Neither one is based on 
sentiment. 


competi- 


I believe we have a stone-wall alignment between the 
Wall Street sentiment of the whole hog or none, or the 
local issue. 

The local features have the best backing—economy; the 
universal features have the worst handicap—an overlap- 
ping and expensive general organization and facing inevit- 
able evolution the wrong way. 

Just as water and light have become municipal func- 
tions, so the telephone will be also. 


There is‘ more personality also involved, because every- 
one comes in contact with the telephone—with its many 
angles. It is a great factor in our social and business life; 
it is on a higher plane than water and light. 

Every time the Bell company offers to merge, and every 
time you sit supinely by and make no protest, you drive 
a nail into the coffin of private telephone business. 

And if I am alive, and able to afford it, I will build a 
monument above that grave and “Fear killed the 
party below.” 





say, 


It is fear that keeps your mouth shut when protest is 
due. You are afraid that you will offend some one—and 
hurt business! 
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There is no difference between benevolent assimilation 
and merciless destruction—you die anyway! 


No one respects a coward. One had better stand for 
principle and lose! A coward is always punished. 


Somehow fear seems to be the ruling emotion of man. 


Man’s first business deal was a cowardly one. He 
blamed the apple transaction upon Eve. 
Adam was the first, real conservative man. He was 


willing that Eve should eat the apple. If it did not hurt 


her, then he would try it. 


How like human beings of today! Let your neighbor 
try it. If he succeeds, you share profits with him. If he 
fails, sneer at him in company with your common enemy! 


To my mind, conservatism and fear are chips off the same 
log. Not that radicalism is extreme bravery, but I have 
never been able to see much difference between fear and 
conservatism. 


Fear is the most horrible emotion. When it grips the 
mind with its loathsome tentacles, the body releases its 
most poisonous secretions. 

Many a man has suffered all his life from maladies 
brought on by a spasm of fear. He does not realize that 
cowardice and fear have made a charnal-house of his 
body. 

It is physiologically wrong to fear. The effects of fear 
are more dangerous than those of tobacco and whisky 
and should be taught in the schools. 

Today the people are in a state of chronic fear. They 
fear everything—the money trust, the oil trust, the beef 
trust, the telephone trust. 

The alleged trusts take every advantage of this absurd 
state of fear. Fear has invited the high cost of living. 

The “public-be-damned” theory has not been abandoned. 
It is only in cold storage. 








No one can blame anyone for having contempt for the 
public. But there is always at work a divine spark, fan- 
ning itself at times into a powerful flame, for the uplift 
of the unwilling human race, which, while a little lower 
than the angels in a few things, has aspects of earth worms 
in many things. 


Under the present treatment of telephone conditions, 
municipal ownership is inevitable. I think it will be that 
anyway, although materially deferred if men are not afraid. 

Will you march in line of private telephone progress, or 
will sickening fear poison your body while you peep 
through a safe knot-hole at the passing procession? 





MORAL:—Don’t be too conservative! 


Seek Independent Connections for Cincinnati. 





A special committee has been appointed by the president 
of Cincinnati’s Commercial Association to take steps to 
bring about a connection between the system of the Cin- 
cinnati & Suburban Bell Telephone Co. in that city and 
the Independent lines in adjoining territory. The com- 


mittee is composed of William L. Doepke, of the Alms & 
Doepke Co.; August Nuernenberger, of Rollman & Sons 
Co.; W. A. Hopple, of the John Shillito Co.; S. R. Meyer, 
of Meyer, Wise & Kaichen Co., and Rudolf Wurlitzer, of 
Rudolf Wurlitzer Co. 








La Crosse Independent Capitalized at $49 Per Station 


Report of Operations For Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1911, Just Issued, Shows Good Gains In Both In- 
come and Number of Stations Served — Depreciation Reserve and Surplus Increased — Company Pays 


8 Per Cent. on Common and 7 Per Cent. on Preferred Stock 


The La Crosse (Wis.) Telephone Co. has just issued its 
report of operations for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1911. 
The report is of particular interest at this time as being 
compiled along the accounting lines laid down by the Wis- 
consin Railroad Commission. 

The figures show that the company is capitalized at the 
extremely low mark of less than $49 per station. Divi- 
dends were paid at the annual rate of 8 per cent. on the 
common stock and of 7 per cent. on the preferred. Opera- 
tions were conducted at a cost of 57.2 per cent. of the 
gross income. 

The statement of revenue and expense for the year 
ended June 30, 1911, follows: 

REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


For fiscal year ended June 30, 1911. 


Exchange. 


Per Toll 
Operating Revenues — Amount. Station. System. 
Telephone rentals .......... $55,318.55 $16.128 
Exch. connection earnings.. 180.00 .052 
Toll connection earnings.... 1,398.76 .408 
Miscellaneous exch. earnings 768.34 224 


Toll system earnings....... $1,291.25 





Total operating revenues. .$57,665.65 $16.812 $1,291.25 


Operating Expenses— 
Central office traffic...... 


.. $11,560.16  $3.370 








Wire plant (transmission).. 3,927.29 1.145 $23.60 
Substation (terminal) 3,906.01 1.138 
COMP OIE. ok. ose sea tees 3,268.08 952 333.42 
OS SR TT Ea Ta 7,009.53 2.043 
Undistributed .ocsscsseecs ve 1,833.87 .538 
DICOCECIOHION.. oaks c eichcscs 12,240.00 3.568 360.00 
ES pore societies tao 1,527.49 445 32.31 
Total operating expenses. .$45,272.43 $13.199 $749.33 








Net operating income........ $541.92 





Exchange—Net operating income equal to $3.613 

















i BME 25 oko cia sual oraiicl alors oualirw ni oe wsarastominwa $12,393.22 
Toll System—Operating income................- 541.92 
Total operating income... .. 0.2.6.0... $88,985.14 
Add— 
Profit on merchandise sales........... $218.34 
‘Profit on wiring and installation work. 100.77 
Miscellaneous non-operating revenues.. 103.50 
ON, os ora tes Sane eee Ase ee 305.80 
TGGCOERE POCCIVON o.o5oscinccdns cose ess ace 102.00 
—--—— 830.41 
eR ee ane te Serer ee $13,765.55 
Deduct— 
Interest paid on bills payable. .........262..<60 480.00 
aA M MINE 9 5 ery fur 0 5 lore sey We $13,285.55 
Dividends paid— 
PPR TOENER BIDE «oo ooeic eck A ede ewes $6,122.75 
a 4,000.00 


10,122.75 





SN: TONE DE 5 525 c/s e's iewln te oda arne ease $3,162.80 
wurpits July 4; 1990. cis. o.csies civ teas ee 3,150.73 
ae at | a re are $6,313.53 


The balance sheet shows an increase in aggregate assets 
from $187,679 to $216,530. Depreciation reserve increased 
from $43,245 in 1910 to $54,564 in 1911. Surplus, which 
stood at $3,150 last year, stood on June 30, 1911, at $6,313. 
The balance sheet is as below: 

BALANCE SHEET. 


For fiscal year ended June 30, 1911. 
ASSETS. 
Capital Assets— 
CRN oi oi seo os SA ea Re poe $112.00 
I heen ss oar sc fae tia Anais evista auatd acate aunt & cogleresvaiee 6,000.00 


26,110.21 
114,849.48 


Buildings, fixtures and grounds......... 
Wire plant construction and equipment... 


Substation Equipment ......s6csscc Se cicces esse 48,381.97 
General GMce Cqtinnmient . 2.02.22... ccecccess 2,981.97 
Stores department equipment.........-....... 9.35 
Utility department equipment................. 2,140.35 





$200,584.43 
Current Assets— 
a a ne 
Bills receivable 
Accounts receivable’ ............... 
Materials and supplies...... 


$1,424.80 
1,700.00 
1,267.72 


10,916.88 


Premane MGUEBNES 5... cic dk cibewes cs 176.18 
Prepaid GiPCClOTry 20.0% 6566see essen 340.34 
Pre CUE o5-os os hens eee hee ee 120.00 


15,945.92 





tf 
io 
ue 
or 


ORM GOING soos cock wa eine ee 
LIABILITIES. 
Capital Stock Issued— 
500 Shares: commion stock. ............06006086 


1650 Shares: preferred stock . .< ......6.564 oseseees 


$50,000.00 
96,800.00 


$146,800.00 


DOSTECIM PORCINE. ois 5 oleicig esas. oars sp wens 54,564.19 
Current Liabilities— 

Bills payable ...... ia cacotntlosa rece unimowses ois 
Ce ge 744.63 
Interest acered 2.6. .6.6c sence dees 108.00 

8,852.63 

SONS ooo av iars io ets aici ior paiGko einige aie 6,313.53 

Total MapMMtIes: 2 ...6dcc ibs d sees Beis Mate $216,530.35 


During the year under report the following variations 
have taken place in the assets and liabilities: 
143 Shares of preferred stock have been sold, 


ee oe RE te Ry Be oa Pog re pet Ea A EDC PES $14,300.00 
To this amount there has been added— 
Amount set aside out of revenue as 
EE $12,600.00 
Less charges made to depreciation 
reserve account for replacements. 1,281.69 
$11,318.31 
Surplus for the year ended June 
BE hs aS) cena sid bined. lane eh asians 3,162.80 
—-—— 14,481.11 
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TT Ea 
Out of which additions have been made to the 
SMM MECOUNE At HD COST OF 6 oociccc ccks creases 


ee I sii k insite ice Gi acdc 
—has been added to the current assets, as shown 
by the following statement: 

Current assets July 1, 1910..............000.0 

Current liabilities July 1, 1910................. 


$8,757.62 
8,783.06 


An excess of current liabilities over current 
assets of ...-.. 
Current assets June 30, 
Current liabilities June 30, 1911..... 
An excess of current assets over 
current liabilities of........... 


1911........$15,945.92 
8,852.63 


7,093.29 


“howing an increase in the excess of current 
as ets over current liabilities of........... $7,118.72 
which absorbs the balance above referred to. 
The additions made to the plant during the year cost 
$21,662.39, and consisted of the following items: 
Buildings, Fixtures and Grounds— 
One position added to main switchboard and 


one flash-light police board................. $2,171.93 





Land— 
Southwest corner of Fifth and Jay for new 
NS iia Uc wait uati Dk idainnbauciie 6,000.00 
Wire Plant Equipment— 
re eer re errr $1,446.14 
PE IE 6. oii oink tow arcwa nw adloaiwer 2,055.44 
I ONE aie xi n®cddineewareacwsioata 221.47 
Underground conduit .............. 3,348.51 
Underground cable .....-........... 812.79 
ED, bine bbe onda diceeenaass 129.88 
-—— 8,014.23 
Substation Equipment— 
Cost of 385 new telephones installed.......... 4,979.24 





An analysis of the telephones connected with the system 
of the La Crosse Telephone Co. gives the following results: 
TELEPHONES IN USE. 











‘ 3.4 . a = 
* 34> 5558 Fe 33” 
eo See B28 u BA a %58 
= OAs oA 9s os . 8 
as e & ‘3 E 
Business Telephones— 
CORO POSEE oo icc: 270 31 29 268 2 
SMO POR ..ccks ces 65 ? 18 76 *11 
Pour party ........ 450 109 95 436 14 
Extensions ........ 50 24 19 45 5 
Residence Telephones— 
TOD OOTET onc cseess 45 11 11 45 ‘ia 
2We party ....-.<: 160 39 2 163 *3 
Four party .2181 716 424 1889 292 
errr 15 8 5 12 3 
Answering sets .... 62 26 16 32 10 
CODEPRIOFE | ..05 000s 21 15 15 21 - 
Rural telephones ....... 94 31 21 84 10 
Switchboards .......... 2 1 2 
Private branch exch. tels. 123 58 5 7 5 
BEE ES seccisecascese @ 12 1 18 11 
ee 19 Ke 19 ba 
ND 6.43 0660050000 30 1 he 29 1 
Miscellaneous ....-..... 1 2 3 *2 
3617 3232 385 
*Decrease. 





Vol. 62, No. 2. 


General office equipment.................... ‘ 296.89 
Utility Equipment— 
Horse and wagon, harness, etc................ 200.10 


$21,662.39 


Both in income and in number of stations added the 1911 
year compares favorably with the 1910 year. On June 30, 
1911, the company had 3,617 stations connected, a net in- 
crease of 385 during the year. The average number in use 
during the year was 3,430. 

The officers and directors of the La Cross Telephone Co. 
are as follows: President, I. H. Moulton; vice-presidents, 
Henry Gund, F. P. Hixon, George H. Gordon and L. C. 
Colman. W. F. Goodrich is secretary, treasurer and man- 
ager. I. M. Storkerson is superintendent. 


San Francisco Supervisors Disapprove of Merger. 

The board of supervisors of San Francisco, by a unani- 
mous vote, has decided to withhold its sanction of the pro- 
posed merger of the Bay Cities (Independent) Telephone 
Co. and the Pacific (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

There were pending before the board two requests for 
action, one for the Independent company asking permission 
to sell to the Bell and a modified request from the Cham- 
ber of Commerce asking that the merger be allowed to 
take place. 

Supervisor Loughery voiced the sentiments of most of 
his colleagues when he stated that he feared that if the 
merger were allowed to take place it would give the sur- 
viving company power to do away with the “poor man’s 
telephone,” the four-party line. He feared that the com- 
pany would make oppressive use of its monopoly and that 
conditions would quickly become as bad as they were prior 
to 1906 when the Home company.came into the field. Fur- 
ther, he did not desire to vote for the consolidation with- 
out first learning the desires of the small business men of 
the city and the residents in the outside sections. 





Program for Western Pennsylvania Meeting. 

Following is the program to be followed at the third an- 
nual convention of the Western Pennsylvania Independent 
Telephone Association, to be held at the Hotel Antler, 
Pittsburgh, on January 18 and 19: “The Wire Chief,” F. J. 
Buol, Butler, Pa.; ‘‘Reminiscences,” K. B. Schotte, Kit- 
tanning, Pa.; “A Quiet Talk,” H. E. Bradley, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; “Local Trade Organizations and Public Utilities,” W. 
G. McGraley, Carnegie, Pa.; “Co-operation of Employers 
and Employes,” D. G. Raley, Salem, Ohio; “Experiences 
with an Octopus,” Wm. H. Watson, Donora, Pa.; “Handling 
the Business,” A. M. Crichton, Uniontown, Pa. 





National Association Announces Convention. 

The National Independent Telephone Association is 
sending out to the field an announcement of the coming 
convention, in which it says: “The fifteenth annual con- 
vention of the National Independent Telephone Associa- 
tion will be held February 7, 8, 9, 1912, in Chicago at the 
Hotel Sherman. It will have More Exhibits and finer than 
ever. To give every one an opportunity to visit these 
exhibits, no program has been arranged for Wednesday af- 
ternoon. 

“A Splendid Technical Conference on Thursday and 
Friday of benefit to practical telephone men from small as 
well as large companies. Commission regulation, Inter- 





state Commerce accounting system, investment methods, 
and kindred subjects of greatest interest to all will be 
featured. 

“Tt will be the largest telephone convention ever held. 
Do not fail to attend the convention!” 

















Unique Heavy Construction Over Surface of Reservoir 


A Notable Example of Original Construction Engineering — Postal Telegraph Cable Company Uses Concrete 
and Steel to Support Long Spans Over New York City’s Reservoir— Spans of 350 to 
650 Feet—Special Supports Save Three Miles of Line 


An engineering problem involving several unusual fea- 
tures and leading to a result which is believed to be unique 
in telephone and telegraph construction, was solved by the 
engineers of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Co. in the inter- 
esting fashion shown by the accompanying views. This 
heavy construction enabled the company to use several 
long spans across the surface of a shallow portion of a 
large body of water instead of a longer route around the 
shore, and was no doubt adopted on account of a showing 
of economy in comparative estimates. 

The following data, as well as the accompanying photo- 
graphs, are presented to readers of TELEPHONY through the 
courtesy of E. J. Nally, vice-president and general manager 
of the Postal Telegraph-Cable Co.: 

On account of the City of New York building a higher 
dam and extending the territory taken in by its reservoir 
at Kensico Lake, Westchester County, N. Y., it was neces- 
sary for the Postal Telegraph-Cable Co. to move one of 
its trunk lines, which was routed through a portion of the 
proposed extension, where the water will be from 50 to 
100 ft. deep. This it did by selecting a route which changed 
the line for about three miles without materially lengthen- 
ing it, and carried it across the reservoir at two narrow 
points, where shoal water was taken advantage of and con- 
crete piers of a moderate height were built. These piers 
above the high water line, and on the 
steel lattice work poles to carry wires. 
sections between poles varied from 330 


extended five feet 
piers were erected 
The length of the 





Postal Wire Support in Kensico Reservoir Site. 


to 650 feet. To go around the reservoir it would have been 
necessary to build three additional miles of line and to 
cross it in any other way submarine cable would have been 
required. 

The piers were set six feet in the ground, unless rock 


was encountered. Where solid rock was found before this 
depth was reached, holes were drilled in the rock and rock 
anchors set with the tops imbedded in the concrete. 

There were five piers constructed at one crossing, carry- 
ing three 30-ft. poles, one 25-ft. pole and one 50-ft. pole. 
Two piers were constructed at the other crossing, carrying 





Construction Crew. 


A Stocky Postal 


two 30-ft. poles. The smallest pier extends five feet and the 
largest 23 ft. above ground. This carries a pole 35 ft. in 
height, 3 ft. square at the base and 14 in. at the top. The 
30-ft. poles are of the same dimensions at the top and butt. 
The 50-ft. pole has the same sized top, but is four ft. square 
at the base. The angle irons, which form the corners of 
poles, are extended downward 6 ft. on the 30-ft. poles and 
7 ft. on 35 and 50-ft. poles. These extensions are imbedded 
in the concrete piers. 

Telephone Men Elected Associate Members of A. I. E. E. 

In the January Proceedings of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers announcement is made of the elec- 
tion to associate membership of the following tetephone 
men: 

Harry Ellis Hershey, assistant installer, Automatic Elec- 
tric Co., Chicago, Ill.; Edward C. Hobcroft, tetephone ex- 
port, Western Electric Co., New York; Eugene Philip La- 
3elle, district superintendent of equipment, British Colum- 
bia Telephone Co., Vancouver, B. C.; Henry Joseph 
O’Keefe, supervisor of testing, B. C. Telephone Co., Van- 
B. ©. 





couver, 





Good Line of Advertising in First Directory. 

The Indian Valley Telephone Co., with about 100 sub- 
scribers, in Indian Valley, Idaho, has started its directories 
right by getting plenty of advertising in the first book. 
Local firms are well represented and should undoubtedly 
derive good returns from having their names before the 
public in the manner insured by directory advertising. 

A. M. Henke, manager of the company, has had some 
remarkable experiences in talking over long stretches of 
line which are far from standard. Of course, in a dry 
country results are obtained over grounded lines which are 
impossible elsewhere. One instance mentioned by Mr. 
Henke is a good talk from Indian Valley to Pocatello, 
over a couple of miles of barbed wire, 20 miles of iron, 
and 340 miles of copper. 
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Cases and Discussions Concerning Public Relations 


This Department Has Been Established as a Regular Weekly Review of Proceedings Before Courts, Commissions 
or Civic Bodies—Communications Relating to This Branch of Work are Invited from All 
Persons Interested in Past Cases, or Those to be Heard in the Future 


First Wisconsin Hearing on Physical Connection. 

The first case brought under the new Wisconsin physi- 
cal connection law was heard by the railroad commission 
on January 4. Only opening testimony wa. taken and the 
hearing will be resumed in a short time. Two Bell em- 
ployes admitted, when questioned by Attorney Winter, that 
there were no mechanical obstacles in the way of physical 
connection, although there are many cases of poor trans- 
mission as a result of such connection, and laid principal 
stress on the contention that in a city where an Independent 
company had the largest list of subscribers, as in La 
Crosse, the Bell company would suffer from physical con- 
nection through efforts to influence subscribers to give 
their patronage to a local enterprise. 

Among those who testified were Senator Howard Teas- 
dale of the Sparta Telephone Co., ex-Senator John C. 
Gaveny of the Arcadia Telephone Co., Assemblyman E. J. 
Kneen of the Bangor Telephone Co., W. F. Goodrich and 
J. M. Storkerson of the La Crosse Telephone Co., J. C. 
Crowley of Superior and Richard Valentine of Janesville. 

Prominent attorneys of the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co., Chicago Bell headquarters and Milwaukee, 
opposed Frank Winter of Madison, the complainant. 





Commission Orders Reduced Rate for Duplicate Service. 

The Michigan railroad commission ordered rates in 
Adrian reduced after January 1 from $5 to $3 per month for 
the use of duplicate telephones in business places. Deputy 
Dairy and Food Commissioner James W. Helme, a resi- 
dent of Adrian, argued that since the commission had di- 
rected the consolidation of the two companies it was not 
fair for the company to continue charging the old rate for 
service by the two telephones which could just as well be 
furnished by one system, and claimed the company was 
continuing the two systems in operation for the purpose or 
securing additional revenue at the expense of patrons. 
Manager Hunt stated that it will cost $35,000 more than the 
original estimate to bring about the consolidation, and will 
require more time than was expected. 





New Jersey Commission Recommends Changes in Law. 


The annual report of the Board of Public Utility Com- 
missioners of New Jersey states that the powers and duties 
of the commission have been tremendously expanded dur- 
ing the past year under the section of the law of 1911 
which gave the board power to fix reasonable rates. Dur- 
ing the past year the board has maintained two divisions, 
one for railroad and the other for public utilities work. 
The report says: 

“The telephone companies operating within the state have 
been directed to file with this board their regular schedules 
of rates as well as all individual telephone contracts made 
at other rates than the standard. As a result of this in- 
quiry there has been a very considerable reduction of non- 
standard and discriminatory rates. In some instances sub- 
scribers whose rates were advanced to the standard rate 
discontinued telephone service. In some places, notably in 
Camden, New Jersey, the standard rates quoted by the 
Delaware and Atlantic Telegraph and Telephone Co. 
evoked complaints which were brought before this board. 
The defendant company, which operates over 30,000 tele- 
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phone stations in the western and southern part of the 
state, has asked that the review of its rates be made as a 
state-wide inquiry, and not confined to a single municipal- 
ity or county. There is thus in progress before the board 
an extended hearing involving the fundamentals of tele- 
phone rates and charges.” 

Amendments to the public utility law suggested by the 
commission provide in brief the following: 

Amortization of discount on bonds out of earnings at a 
rate to be fixed by the commission. 

Authorization of the board to issue an order compelling 
telephone interconnection under reasonable terms. 

Embodiment of indeterminate franchise principle in the 
public utility law. 





Bay City, Mich., Chamber of Commerce Dicusses Rates. 

The chamber of commerce of Bay City, Mich., recently 
compiled figures on telephone rates in the principal cities 
of the state to assist in the consideration of the local rate 
quéstion at a conference arranged with representatives of 
the Michigan State Telephone Co. The representatives of 
the chamber of commerce were greatly surprised to find 
that Bay City, without competition, is paying much more 
than Grand Rapids, a city twice as large and with over 
three times as many telephones, having competition. The 
chamber of commerce contends that such discrimination is 
beyond all reason. The compilation of rates, population, 
number of telephones, etc., as gathered by the board of 
commerce is as follows: 


Busi- Resi- 

City— 1910 phones vidual 2-Party dence 2-Party 
Popu- Number ness tele- Indi- tele- 
lation, of tele- Indi- phones vidual phones 

>: 45,166 2,772 $46.00 $36.00 $24.00 $20.00 
BOMIMAW cevccesce 50,510 5,010 46.00 36.00 24.00 20.00 
Kalamazoo ...... 39,437 6,500 42.00 36.00 24.00 18.00 
pS” eee 31,433 4,000 36.00 30.00 24.00 18.00 
Grand Rapids....112,571 8,522 36.00 30.00 18.00 15.00 
BE fe alee hiace: Caw vo, 550 3,400 36.00 30.00 24.00 18.00 
RN hon o.0-6-a stein 31,229 2,412 36.00 30.00 24.00 18.00 
Port Huron ..... 18,863 2,980 36.00 30.00 24.00 18.00 
Battle Creek ..... 25,267 3,789 36.00 30.00 24.00 18.00 
Muskegon ........ 24,062 300 36.00 24.00 18.00 15.00 


Sault Ste. Marie. 12,615 1,169 36.00 30.00 24.00 18.00 





Governor of Kentucky Favors Interconnection. 

Compulsory physical connection between telephone com- 
panies is recommended by Governor Jas. B. McCreary, of 
Kentucky. In his first message to the legislature he 
recommends a public utility commission and quotes sec- 
tion 199 of the constitution of Kentucky, which was 
printed in the legal department of TELEPHONY two weeks 
ago, stating that it provides for telephone interconnection, 
but the legislature has failed to put into effect this sec- 
tion of the constitution. Governor McCreary calls the at- 
tention of the members to their duty in this matter. 





Jackson, Mich., Wants One System—the Citizens’. 

About 100 men attended a mass meeting in Jackson, 
Mich., on December 29, 1911, and discussed telephone con- 
ditions. They finally voted to adopt the Citizens’ telephone 
and exclude the Bell system by discontinuing service as 
fast as their contracts expired. This action was stimulated 
by the refusal of the Bell company to commit itself to 
definite rates, while the Citizens’ company agreed that, 
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when it has acquired 300 more telephones, it will make ef- 
fective the following rates: 


Individual line residence, $22; individual line business, 
$33; two-party business, $30; two-party residence, $20; 
four-party residence, $14. The present rate is: Business, 


$30; residence, $20. 

This rate will be effective until January 1, 1915, and if 
at that time the Citizens company has 800 more telephones 
than at present the following rate will become effective: 
Individual business, $36; individual residence, $24; two- 
party $33; two-party residence, $22; four-party 
lines, $15. 


business, 


The Citizens’ company offered to sell its system to the 
city or citizens for cost, but the offer was not taken up. 
The Bell manager said: 

“We have never quit and we are not going to quit in 
Jackson. People will find that it will be hard to get along 
with one telephone and cover all the territory.” 





Kentucky Senator Introduces Rate Bill. 


A bill providing for a telephone commission of three 
members has been introduced by Senator Herman D. New- 
comb in the Kentucky legislature. The Cumberland and 
East Tennessee, Bell companies, have forwarded a memo- 
rial to the legislature commending the action. Two years 
ago, it is reported, the Bell interests, through the agency of 
a powerful lobby, succeeded in defeating the passage of a 
bill having the same purpose, prepared by Senator New- 
comb. 

The present bill provides for a telephone commission of 
three members, each with a salary of $500 per annum, ex- 
cepting the chairman, whose salary shall be $750 per annum. 
The proposed commission will have sole right to deal with 
telephone rate adjustment and, while it may reduce rates 
when feasible, it may not permit a telephone company to 
charge higher rates than the maximum limits specified in 
the measure. 

These rates are as follows: 

Single line business telephones, $5.50 per month; party- 
line business telephones, $4 per month; single line residence 
telephones, $3 per month; party-line residence telephones, 
$2 per month, and extension telephones, $1 per month. 

The empowers the commission to order 
such improvements and extensions in the property of any 


measure also 
telephone company as it may deem necessary to the proper 
operation and service of that company. 

It is also provided that a ruling of the commission shall 
compel one telephone company to transmit messages of 
another, where a subscriber of the one desires to call a 
subscriber of the other. It is provided that any member 
of any telephone company in the state, or any company it- 
self, making a present of any kind to a commissioner, shall 
be fined not less than $1,000 atid rot more than $5,000. 

The memorials of the Bell companies solicit the enact- 
ment of suitable legislaiion to govern telephony in Ken- 
tucky. The memorial suggests that, inasmuch as the state 
will be empowered to handle rate questions through a com- 
mission, the power of municipalities to adjust rates be 
revoked. 





Investigation of “Nickel First” Service in Chicago. 

The question of permitting the extension of the nickel 
first coin box service is expected to come before the Chi- 
cago city council for final decision very soon. E. W. Bemis, 
employed by the city to investigate telephone matters, sent 
out letters to present users of this class of service and did 
not receive enough adverse reports to warrant condemning 
it on account of the possibility of delay or impossibility of 
making a call in an emergency. The rapidity of connection, 
certainty of collection, etc., were favorable features. 
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He stated that from 400 letters of inquiry he received 
147 answers, of which 106 were favorable. 

Ten subscribers declared themselves satisfied provided 
the telephone company instails emergency slugs, to be used 
when a nickel is not available. Eight replied that they had 
slight grounds for objection and 23 were dissatisfied. 

The committee on gas, oil and electric light approved the 
installation of the service on three conditions as follows: 

The first is that the subscriber consents to the change of 
his equipment; second, that the company furnish a card of 
instructions for the aid of the user; third, that to each in- 
strument there be affixed an “emergency call” card con- 
taining three slugs in a sealed package that can be broken 
open for important calls when the subscriber has no nickel 
on hand. 


Rates After Consolidation Before Ohio Commission. 

An answer and counter petition to the petition filed re- 
cently by the Tiffin Consolidated Telephone Company, 
which protested against the action of the Tiffin City Coun- 
cil in attempting to cut rates, has been filed with the Ohio 
Public Service Commission. 

The petition of the city represents that before the merger 
of the two companies the charges for an individual line 
telephone in a business establishment or public office was 
$2.50 a month, and that this charge was raised to $3.50 
after the consolidation. In the case of a party line in a 
business place before merger the rate was $2, but was in- 
creased to $3 after the merger. 
were increased from $1.50 to $2. 





Residence telephone rates 


Concessions Asked by Public at Victor, N. Y. 


As a result of the agitation of the telephone question at 
Victor, N. Y., a local committee appointed to confer with 
the telephone company made the following requests: 

1. That all obsolete and wornout instruments be re- 
moved and modern equipment be installed. 2. That an 
adequate number of public booths be placed in convenient 
places in the village. 3. 





That all telephones in the village 
be equipped for selective ringing. 4. That the number of 
telephones on a rural line be not to exceed six and that 
they be equipped for divided ringing, i. e., so that but three 
telephones would ring when a call is made on the line. 
5. That the company install modern and adequate equip- 
ment in its Victor central and that sufficient competent help 
be employed to handle the business of the exchange ex- 
peditiously. 6. That subscribers of the Victor exchange 
be charged the rates filed for Pittsford and Fairport, vyz., 
$12 for four-party and multi-party or farmer lines. 

The Bell company has considered them and within a few 
days a representative has again been at Victor ready to 
make a settlement without considering clauses 4 and 6, 
but being ready to comply with clauses 1, 2, 3 and 5. 


ad 





Changes in Personnel of Baltimore Commission. 
Philip D. 
chairman of the Maryland Public Service Commission has 
been announced by Crothers. Benjamin T. 
Fendall, former city engineer of Baltimore, was named as 


The appointment of Commissioner Laird as 
Governor 


the third commissioner. 


— 





Interruption of Independent Connection. 

The Public Utilities Commission of New Jersey has or- 
dered a hearing in the Chancery Chambers, Jersey City, 
Friday, January 19, 1912, to consider the complaint of the 
Hackettstown Telephone & Telegraph Co. on account of 
being cut off from the West Jersey Toll Line Co. of Bel- 
videre, N. J., which then connected with the lines of a sub- 
sidiary of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 














Telephone Operator as the Center of a Modern Drama 


William C. De Mille’s “The Woman” Throws Cloak of Romance Around Operator of Private Branch Board 
in Hotel Where Politics, Intrigue and Love Are in a Whirl — “Why, We Know More Than 


All The Newspapers Put Together,” 


At last the telephone girl has been dramatized! 

She has been made the heroine of a new drama, “The 
Woman.” She is the central pivot of a plot that shows up 
all the romance and mystery of the switchboard and the part 
it plays in the hurry-scurry life of a big city. 

Politics, intrigue, love, finance, and business are mixed in 
the plot of “The Woman.” 

This is the first time that a telephone girl actually has been 
made the heroine of a strong legtimate drama, although she 
has more than once been 
caricatured. 

The chorus girl and 
the stenographer have 
won a place on the 
stage. But the telephone 
girl heretofore has been 
neglected. Now Will- 
iam C. De Mille comes 
forward as her cham- 
pion in drama. 

“The Woman” en- 
deavors to show how 
the telephone girl can 
make herself a power 
for good by her close 
knowledge of the busi- 
ness of the people who 
use her wire, their hob- 
bies, ambitions, sorrows, 
and joys, says the Chi- 
cago Tribune. 

William C. De Mille 
has endowed the tele- 
phone operator with a 
cloak of romance. “Ev- 
erything goes over the 
wires nowadays,” Wan- 
da Kelly, the plucky tel- 
ephone girl at the Kes- 
wick, Washington, D. 
C., explains to the enam- 
ored Tom Blake, son of 
Jim Blake, the most cor- 
rupt politician in Wash- 
ington. “Why, we know 
more than all the news- 
papers put together—be- 
cause we know both 
sides.” No one thinks 
the telephone girl is hu- 
man; she is regarded as merely a _ part of the switch- 
board. “You see,” the girl goes on to say, “one of 
the big central stations like Main or North is the world. 
And it’s all on the switchboard, good and bad, love stories 
and death notices, winners and losers, all going on at once. 
And the telephone girl is a sort of fate. O, I tell 
you it’s hard not to interfere sometimes when you've got 
the whole world under your two hands.” “And they’re such 
little hands,” says Tom, and starts to kiss them. But the 
telephone girl withdraws. Is she not the daughter of Con- 
gressman Kelly, one of the early progressives, whom Blake 
senior hounded out of politics? Here, as in other places, 
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Wanda Allows Tom Blake to Overhear a Conversation. 


Says Wanda Kelly, The Operator 


the dramatic machinery creaks a little. Nevertheless the 
play, as such, according to Mr. Klauber, of the New York 
Times, has a distinct dramatic and ethical value. 

The first act of “The Woman” takes place in the “Amen 
Corner” of the Hotel Keswick during a session of congress. 
Ralph Van Dyke, corporation counsel for the New York & 
Northern Railroad, has hurried to Washington because a 
certain bill permitting the overcapitalization of railroads 
is in danger of defeat through the efforts of Matthew Stand- 
ish, a young insurgent. 
Jim Blake, of Illinois, 
Tim Neligan, of Penn- 
sylvania, Mark Robert- 
son, of New York, the 
organization leaders, see 
the reins slipping from 
their astonished hands. 
Even Silas Gregg, a reg- 
ular, appears to be lining 
up more or less with 
the opposition. Fortune, 
however, seems to re- 
new its regards for Jim 
Blake. 

He discovers in the 
young _ congressman’s 
past where, as he re- 
marks to Mark Robert- 
son, his son-in-law, most 
mistakes are made, a 
lurid indiscretion in the 
shape of a mysterious 
woman. “When _ they 
found they were affinities 
they took a notion to run 
off to a little country 
place for one of those 
honeymoons that never 
come through the custom 
house. I can show you 
the hotel register dated 
five years ago. Standish 
only married last June.” 

The story of this lia- 
son, if properly distort- 
ed and published before 
midnight, would be like- 
ly, Blake thinks, to ruin 
Standish politically and 
force him to abandon the 
fight. The only link in the chain that is still missing is the name 
of the lady. Without her name the story would be regarded as a 
political fabrication. Jim Blake determines to ensnare Standish 
in an ingenious trap. Turning to Wanda, he asks: “You have 
heard the story I told those men about Standish?” Wanda 
looks up at him in wonder. “Well,” she replies, “I couldn’t 
help hearing some of it.” “In a few minutes [’m going to 
have a little talk with Standish. When I get through the 
chances are ten to one that he’ll call up some one on the 
telephone. That will be the number I want.” He offers the 
girl $100 for this information. She seems to consent. When 
Standish, for whom he has sent, appears, Jim hails him cheer- 
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fully. “My boy,” he says, “the game is up. We know 
all about that little affair of five years ago.” 

Standish—What affair? 

Jim (admiringly) H’m! You’ve got nerve, all right. I 
mean the affair with the woman you registered as your wife 
at the Hotel Brayton, up in New York state. 

Standish—Five years ago? Hotel Brayton? ‘A woman reg- 
istered as my wife? 

Jim—Yes, 

Standish—That’s absurd. 

Jim—Is it? 

Standish—So that’s your plan—to fight me with a lie? 

Jim—Oh, no, my boy, we’ve got you dead to rights. I can 
produce the hotel register and a man who can swear to you. 
You can’t protect the woman by bluffing it out. O, we’ve dug 
it all up. 

Standish—Well, you can’t use it without finding the woman. 
You know that. 

Jim—Well, I admit it, but we'll have her name before 12 
o'clock tonight. 

I know you’ve just been married a few months, and natur- 
ally don’t want this public scandal. Now, if you decide sud- 
denly to let this bill pass and support our regular candidate 
for the speakership everything will be perfectly smooth and 
we won't have to use these painful means. 

Standish (crossing his legs)—And what explanation could 
I give? 

Jim—O, that’s up to you. Get sick, if you want to. Many 
a man has changed his views over night, and, damn it, man, 
I’d hate to use this story. The—the disgrace will put you 
down and out for good. Think of her (Standish smiles slight- 
ly) absolutely unknowing, walking right into the trap we’ve 
laid for her. Come, don’t make us do this. Think it over. 
(Standish uncrosses his legs as though to get up. Jim stops 
him.) Don’t try to decide now. At midnight I’ll have the 
name and then you can make up your mind. Meet me up in 
Robertson’s rooms. Think it over, my boy. (There is a pause 
as Jim goes out; he looks sharply at Wanda and exits.) 

Wanda—Hello! West 186. H’lo! What? Hold the wire. 
A’r’. Go ahead. (Standish sits a moment in thought. He is 
terribly shaken.) 

Standish—Get me a New York wire, please, as quickly as 
you can—and give me your New York telephone book. (She 
hands him book.) Thank you. (He looks up number.) 

Standish—(Cautiously)—Plaza one double O one. 

Wanda—H’lo, New York—Plaza 1001i—yes. H’lo—h’lo— 
h’lo. Number two, Mr. Standish. (He ‘goes to booth and 
waits. She pushes the plug in and out several times.) Hello, 


hello, hello. 
Standish (pausing at door of booth)—Do you mind taking 
off your receiver while I’m talking? 
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Wanda—Not at all. 

Standish—Thank you. (He goes into booth and closes door.) 

Wanda—H’lo—hello New York; is this Plaza 1001? Go 
ahead. (Standish is seen to phone through the glass door of 
the booth. As Standish comes out of the booth a page comes 
running downstairs, calling “Mr. Standish, please.) 

Jim (Who, during the above has come on quietly and lis- 
tened until Standish is off, then quickly comes to Wanda.) 
—Well, could you hear anything? 

Wanda—No, he made me take off my receiver. 

Jim—Ha! I thought he would; but the number. (Look 
ing at the pad.) Is that it? Why, you’ve rubbed it out. 

Wanda—It’s too valuable to put on paper—yet. (She blows 
the rubbing off the paper.) 

Jim—See here, young woman, don’t you try to hold me up. 

Wanda—Won’t it disgrace the woman? 

Jim—What’s that to you? 

Wanda—Well, she’s a woman. 

Jim—Now, look here! (Mark comes down the 

Mark—We’re waiting for you, Jim. O, Miss Kelly, 
get me New York? 

Wanda—What number, Governor Robertson? 

Mark—Plaza 1001. 

Wanda—What!! 

Mark—Plaza 1001 and get my wife on the telephone. 





stairs.) 
will you 





In the second act, a few hours later, Grace Robertson, ar- 
riving from New York, goes at cnce to her apartment in the 
Keswick. Wanda warns her of the danger threatening her, 
but Grace refuses to listen. She is under the impression that 
Wanda, having designs on Tom, is attempting to use her 
knowledge in order to force Grace to consent to act as her 
ally. As the girl, deeply hurt, leaves her, Standish enters. 
It appears that Grace had turned Standish down after her 
one indiscretion because of a new born love for her present 
husband. Standish now refuses to perjure himself for her 
sake. “If I had married you after I ceased to love you, you’d 
have owed me everything, wouldn’t you?” she asks. “If I’d 
have wrecked your life, you’d have protected me against the 
world, wouldn’t you? But because I wouldn’t add a blas- 
phemous marriage to my other sin, you owe me nothing.” 
“You must stop the story,” he replies. “If it gets out I lose 
this fight, and I won’t do that, even to protect you.” 
in despair, turns again to Wanda. 

Then follows an affecting scene between the two women. 
Grace apologizes for her unkind words, explaining them by 
saying, “I was fighting for my life—for my husband’s love.” 
Then she buries her face in her handkerchief and weeps. This 
moves Wanda to tears, and between sobs Grace says, “I’m 
not a bad woman, and I wouldn’t let one mistake wreck my 
life. That’s why [ went on, making my whole life a lie, to 


Grace, 








Scenes from “The Woman,” in which a Telephone Operator Plays 


a Dramatic Part. 
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Putting an 
“You've paid 
more. 


keep my husband’s love. And now it’s too late.” 
arm around Grace, Wanda soothed her by saying, 
you did, and I don't 
We've got a big fight ahead of us, but we’re going to win out.” 


Grace pleads in vain with her husband and with her father 


for what want you to pay any 


not to use a story involving a woman’s honor in their political 


fight. They determine to publish the story without the 


woman's name, if need be. “Jim,” remarks Van Dyke, “it’s 


9.90% 
0 a, 


We'll miss the papers if we don’t give the word now.” 
Standish—Jim Blake, you don’t dare publish that story with- 
out the woman's name. 
Van Dyke—Why not? 
Jim Mn Standish, we've got 
we'll take a chance. 
Standish*-Remember, Blake, I warn you. 
Mark, get Jennings on the wire and tell him to let 
(Mark reaches across desk for telephone.) 


less than five minutes and 


Jim 


that story go. 


Mark—Hello, Jennings. This is Robertson. Is that Stand- 
ish scandal ready for this mornine’s papers? Yes, I know 
it’s the last minute. Well, you—oh (to Jim) he won't 
go ahead without your orders. 

Jim (taking the telephone)—Uello, Jennings, Hello! 
(Clicks telephone.) 

Standish—Hold on, Jim Blake—I'll——(Grace in the door- 


way nearly falls.) 

Mark (through Jim’s speech)—Well? Well? 

Jim—What’s the matter with the wire? Damn it, it’s got 
to work, O, your being sorry doesn’t 
do any good! Miss Kelly. 
Well, I'll be 

Van Dyke 

Standish—lI’ve changed my mind. 
(Exits. Grace, who during the above 
doorway, listening, goes into her room when Standish exits. 
The tension is relieved by a low whistle from 


Out of order, nonsense! 
Say, who the hell am I talking to? 
—(Stops dead and hangs up.) 

Mr. Standish, you were about to say something? 
Good night, gentlemen. 
has been standing in 


A long pause. 
Gregg. 

Jim—Well, boys! 

Van Dyke—We’re too late for the papers. 

Jim—Then we've got to get that story on the floor of the 
house tonight. 

Van Dyke—What good is it without the woman’s nam 

Jim—We'll get that now. 

Mark—How? 

Jim—From_ the 
Neligan, go downstairs and tell Perry I want to see 


e? 


telephone girl who interfered with our 


wire. 
that girl at once. You get her here before she has time to 
talk to any one. 


The curtain falls, as the cross examination begins. When 
it rises, the girl is still fighting desperately to retain her se- 


Mark, who is conducting the examination, turns to the 


cret. 
subject of the interrupted telephone connection. “I might 
have knocked out the plug by accident,” Wanda admits. “And,” 


continues the questioner, “you might have done it on purpose.” 

Threatened with the loss of her position and later with 
imprisonment (under a statute wnich makes it a penal offense 
to refuse to transmit a message) Wanda at last shows signs 
of weakening under the merciless cross examination, though 
in reality she has no intention of divulging her secret. Her 
object is to prolong the inquisition until it is too late to get 
the story before the house, hoping that then Jim Blake will 
drop the matter, and in that way let her save Grace. Mark 
Robertson resumes the cross examination after Jim Blake’s 
bribe offers and “third degree” methods fail. Glancing over 
the list of outside calls furnished him by the general manager 
of the telephone company he sees two calls for “Plaza 1001,” 
but thinking it simply an error in charging him twice for his 
talk he doesn’t give the incident a second 
thought. 


with his wife, 
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Mark—You admit that refused to transmit our mes- 
sage, don’t you? 

Tom (quickly)—Don’t answer that. 
toward Tom.) 

Jim—Look here, Tom, you keep out of this. 

Tom (to Jim)—I’ve kept out long enough. (To Mark.) 


[ won't let you weave a legal net around her, trick her; and 


you 


(A stir; the men turn 


threaten her with prison. 


You can’t force her like this. It’s conspiracy. 


Mark—All right. If you take that tone we'll just arrest 
her and see. I simply offer her a chance to avoid prosecu- 
tion, 

Grace, who has listened in the adjoining room, attempts 


Her 
husband now suspects that Wanda has informed his wife of 
other, and has im- 


again to interpose, but her objections are swept away. 


name for some reason or 
“Tell us,” 


“Neligan,” commands Jim Blake, when 


the woman's 
plored her assistance. he begs of Grace; “every 
minute is precious.” 
he sees that his daughter still hesitates, “take that girl away.” 
Wanda turns to her: “Remember, Mrs. Robertson, don’t tell.” 
She moves to the door with Neligan. 

Grace—Stop, Mark, I—I can’t bear it. 

Mark—You'll tell? 

Grace—Yes. 

Jim (going to telephone) 

Van Dyke (stopping him)—What are you going to do? 

Jim (the telephone in his hands)—Telphone Gregg to’ let 
the house know the story, names, dates and all. 

Van Dyke—Jim, wait till you hear the name. 

Jim—We'’ve got it. 

Van Dyke—You can’t use it, Jim. 

Mark—Why not? 

Van Dyke—Perhaps, Mark—— 

Mark—We can’t spare feelings now. 

Van Dyke—But——! 

Mark—This concerns us all. 
pause. Grace doesn't speak.) 

Van Dyke—Don’t you understand me? 

Mark—No. 

Van Dyke—(taking the list)—Your house in New York is 
We thought it was a mistake. 


Then we win. 


Grace, dear, who is she? (A 





charged with two calls. 
Jim—What ! 
Mark (beginning to realise)—Well? 
Van Dyke—Suppose it shouldn’t be a mistake. 
Mark—You that 
Van Dyke—We’re here as lawyers—making an investiga- 
tion. We've got the right clew at last. I’m sorry it leads 
where it does. (During this Mark slowly turns toward Grace.) 
Mark—Grace, do you hear what this man is insinuating? I 
don’t ask you to deny, but tell me, tell me the name. (Grace 
doesn’t move.) 
Jim---Grace, don’t you hear what they’re saying? 
Mark (trying to push her to Van Dyke)—Grace, tell this 





mean 


man he lies! Tell him he lies! 

Grace (/esitates, totters, reaches for Jim, who does not 
touch her, and falls into the chair, moaning piteously)—No! 

Jim (in a frenzy, lifting Grace out of the chair and making 
her stand before him during this)—Why, Grace, you're crazy. 
You don’t know what you’re saying. You—I don’t believe it. 
It’s a trick. God Almighty! (As he lets go of her she sinks 
into the chair. Wanda goes to her. Mark, stunned, gets 
control of himself and goes toward Van Dyke, who comes 
to him.) 

Mark—Van Dyke, have every trace of this story destroyed. 
It must never get beyond this room. I can count on you? 
(Van Dyke silently shakes Mark’s hand. Enter Neligan and 
Gregg. 

Neligan—Governor! Winthrop can’t hold the floor another 
minute. 





January 13, 1912. 


Van Dyke—Jim, shall I let the Mullins bill come to a vote? 

Jim (crossing toward Van Dyke, then sinking on to the 
sofa, a beaten, broken man)—yYes. I’m licked. 

Jim—Miss Kelly, will you wait, please? (Wanda under- 
stands, and goes out, closing the door after her, leaving the hus- 
band, father, and wife alone. Grace has control of herself. 
When the door closes on Wanda, Grace turns to Jim.) 

Grace—Father ! 

Jim—Grace, my little girl. There’s one thing we must know. 
I’m with you, no matter what you’ve done, but tell me, dear: 
You haven’t—this—this was all with 
you 

Grace (rising and speaking calmly)—Dad? 

Jim (looking into her eyes)—O, my little girl; my little 
Gracie. (He takes her in his arms.) We've been tearing 
your life to pieces and—your father was the bitterest against 
you. (Releasing her gently, he goes up stage. Grace looks 
forlornly from Jim to Mark, who stands below the desk with 
bowed head. She starts for her room, but gives away at the 
door and leans against it, sobbing.) 

Jim—Mark, you promised to protect her. 
the time! Be gentle with her, Mark—— 

Mark—Grace, why didn’t you tell me at the beginning? 

Grace—I wanted to tell you, Mark, but I didn’t dare, be- 
cause your love meant more than truth and honor. You 
wouldn’t have understood. 

Mark—There’s nothing we can say tonight. I can’t see 
anything clearly, except that, no matter what you’ve done, 
I’ve got to go on loving you. Good-night. 

Grace—Good-night, Mark. (She goes out. As she disap- 
pears her sobs are heard through the door. Mark watches 
her out, turns and slowly gets his hat. As he passes her pic- 
ture he looks a moment, Telephone rings.) 

Jim—Hello—O, hello, Tom. O, you’ve seen Van 
Yes, we’re going to drop it. O, you’re glad, are you? 
What? Yes, she’s still here. Wait a minute. Miss 
you're wanted on the wire. (Wanda enters. As she 
him he pats her shoulder.) 

Jim—I think a lot more of Tom’s judgment than I did. 
(Closes the door, leaving Wanda alone at the telephone.) 

Wanda—Hello, O, yes. I’m through now. 

Yes, they’re going to drop it. I’m glad, too. . . . 


over and done before 





This—this is 


Dyke. 
Huh! 
Kelly, 
passes 


O, I see. Can’t you wait until tomorrow night? 
« « « FW be here at six. My, but you’re im- 
patient. O, well, if you feel that way about it. 


No—no—not over the wire. 


(Excitedly.) , 
I don’t care. 


No, stop, I tell you; I won’t listen. 


. . . If you’ve got to say it, say it to my face. . Yes, 

yes; you can walk home with me. Good-by. 

What? I said ‘good-by’. No, I’m not angry 

—that is, not very angry. Tommy. Tom- 

my. . . . Hello! Hello! No, I don’t want the operator. 
Say, Lulu, what did you cut in for? O, you 


did, did you? Don’t you know it’s against the rules 

to be eavesdropping on the wire? Yes, you did, too. 
You heard what we were saying, and I don’t know 

whether you'll be invited to the wedding or not. . . . O, 

I don’t know. What do you think of a white crepe de chine 

—cut princess—trimmed with hand embroidery—and a big 

shower bouquet—lilies of the valley and white orchids? 

CurTAIN FALts SLowLy. 





Complications Resulting from Electric Car Derailment. 

Three hundred telephones were put out of commission 
recently at Hillsboro, Ore., and heavy damage was done 
as a sequel to a slight accident on the Oregon Electric 
line. The rear trucks of a coach left the track at the Hills- 
boro depot, the car struck a telephone pole. No one was 
injured, but the pole snapped off and contact with a high 
tension line burned out the cables. Fire broke out in sev- 


eral residences caused by the heavy current on the tele- 
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phone lines, and the fire department was called to ex- 


tinguish a blazing pole in the business center. 


A Good Item for Collectors to Memorize. 

One Harry Mead of Joplin, Mo., deputy constable, paid 
his telephone bill recently, according to the Joplin Tribune. 
He placed the receipt in his pocket book along 
numerous $5 bills and then lost the pocket book. Before 
he had had time to adequately give voice to his feelings 





with 


over the loss, a sweet, girlish voice called up from the tele- 

phone office to tell him that a man of the type Diogenes 

conducted a still hunt for had found the pocket book, read 

the telephone receipt, and at once turned the pocket book 

over to the telephone office without asking any reward. 
Beauty in Exchange Architecture. 

The Federal Telephone & Telegraph Co., of Buffalo, 
N. Y., is planning the erection of an exceedingly handsome 
exchange at Ithaca, N. Y. The accompanying reproduc- 
tion of the architect’s sketch affords a very clear idea of the 
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Front Elevation of New Ithaca Exchange. 


appearance of the building and its immediate surroundings. 
This is a strong argument for taste and beauty in the 
building of telephone exchanges, there being nothing lost 
in the way of utility and practical features. 


Publications of Bureau of Standards. 

Not all electrical engineers and electricians are as 
familiar as they should be with the magnificent work car- 
ried on at Washington by the government’s National 
3ureau of Standards, under the direction of S. W. Strat- 
ton, giving to the world annually the results of a series of 
most careful investigations by experts of the highest skill, 
working with apparatus as well suited to precise results as 
can be constructed. Scientific explanation of the principles 
underlying many electrical phenomena and the results of 
most careful quantitative work are summarized in many of 
the individual bulletins. 

Circular No. 24 bearing the title “Publications of the 
Bureau of Standards” is a complete descriptive catalog, 
brought up to October, 1911, of the bulletins and scientific 
papers issued by the bureau, any one of which will be sent 
any individual free upon request. 
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The Highest Telephone Station in the World. 

The December issue of The Review of Reviews abstracts 
an article by Dr. Alfred Gradenwitz, which appeared in 
Cosmos (Paris), on the world’s loftiest telephone line. This 
line, which reaches the summit of Monte Rosa, in Italy, 
one of the highest points in Europe, was first described by 
Dr. Gradenwitz in an article written for TELEPHONY, and 
which was printed last May. This was the first account of 
the enterprise either in this country or abroad. The accom- 
panying illustration, reproduced through the courtesy of 
the Review shows the Monte Rosa Observatory, which 
stands at an altitude of 14,960 feet, and which is, there- 
fore, the highest telephone station in the world. The ob- 
servatory was established in 1904 for noting and recording 
meteorological phenomena. 

The poles carying the telephone line are set in the snow, 
largely on the surface of glaciers, and the construction in- 
volved the solving of many difficult and unusual problems. 
It is in operation but a short time each year, the poles be- 

















The Monte Rosa Observatory. 


ing removed and stored for re-building the following year. 
In order that the shifting of the glaciers might not break 
the wires, the latter are not made fast to the insulators, but 
are strung through rings, thus allowing free play. The 
middle of each stretch of wire, between the poles, rests on 
the snow, while in the uppermost section of the line, be- 
tween the Col du Lys and the summit, poles are dispensed 
with altogether, the wire being simply laid on the surface 
of the dry snow. In one of the lower sections of the line 
two valleys had to be crossed, each over 3,000 feet wide. 
In each case a single span of heavy steel wire was installed. 
On September 8, 1909, the first messages were exchanged 
over the whole length of the line. 





Comparison of Switchboard Voltmeters and Ammeters. 


A comparative test of switchboard voltmeters and am- 
meters was recently made at the Bureau of Standards for 
the Bureau of Equipment of the Navy Department. All 
American makers whose addresses were known, who make 
instruments of the specified size and type, were given an 
opportunity to submit instruments. Each of eight differ- 
ent makers submitted a voltmeter and an ammeter. The 
range of the voltmeters was 0 to 150 volts and of the am- 
meters 0 to 200 amperes, the latter having separate shunts. 
The test was quite comprehensive in regard to this type 
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of instruments and some of the results are published in the 
October Bulletin of the Bureau of Standards, Washington, 
D. C. 

The test which is covered in the article by T. T. Fitch 
and C. J. Huber was divided into two parts—(1) the per- 
formance of the instruments, and (2) the determination of 
their structural constants and dimensions of parts. 

Among the points of general interest noted in the arti- 
cle is a discussion of damping, as follows: 

One of the most important points in the practical use of 
an instrument is its damping. It is important, not only for 
the ease and convenience of taking readings, but the ac- 
curacy of the readings will often depend upon it. Good 
damping also reduces the wear on the pivots due to the 
swing of the pointer with unsteady current or voltage, and 
it lessens the danger of injury in cases of momentary over- 
load. The universal method used for damping direct-cur- 
rent moving-coil instruments is to the coil on an 
aluminum frame, which acts as a magnetic damper. The 
amount of damping depends upon the amount of metal 
used in the frame, the torque, the moment of inertia of the 
moving element, and the flux in the air gap. In a volt- 
meter the damping due to the coil itself is negligible, be- 
cause of the large external resistance in series with it, but 
in an ammeter it is an appreciable part of the total damp- 
ing. As a measure of the efficiency of the damping, the 
length of time required for the needle to come to rest after 
closing the circuit was measured by a stop watch. The re- 
sults for the voltmeters are given in Table I, for the am- 
meters in Table II. 

The best-damped instruments come to rest as quickly as 
an accurate reading can be made, while the more poorly 
damped ones made seven or eight (single) swings before 
coming to rest, so that there was a very decided difference 
in the ease with which readings could be made. 


wind 


On New Year’s Day, 1912 Was a Busy Number. 

Dr. D. W. Schermerhorn, professor of the chair of 
theology at the Kansas Wesleyan, Salina, Kans., was the 
victim of a prolonged series of practical jokes on New 
Year’s Day, the origin of which can be traced directly to a 
number of the students who are spending their vacation in 
Salina. It happens that Dr. Schermerhorn’s telephone 
number is 1912 and as soon as the morning of the first day 
of the new year dawned they began in rapid succession to 
ring up their professor. 

“Ts this 1912?” would be the question. 

“Yes,” the Doctor would be compelled to answer. 

“A Happy New Year then,” would be the reply as the 
perpetrator quickly hung up the receiver. 

The joke continued at intervals all day long, and Dr. 
Schermerhorn was compelled to submit as gracefully as he 
could, says the Salina (Kans.) Journal, for he could never 
tell what the meaning of the message might be until the 
New Year’s greeting came. 





Telephone Pole Is a Fire Hoodoo. 

An old telephone pole in Chinatown, says a Fresno, Cal., 
dispatch, which has been the cause of the fire department 
being called to the 900 block in China alley on numerous 
occasions, caught fire again yesterday afternoon. The blaze 
was on. the arm of the pole and was caused by defective 
wiring, which, incidentally, has been the cause of the fire 
on the pole at different times. The blaze was soon extin- 
guished and the loss will amount to about $2. 

Just how the fire starts is not known. For the past two 
years the fire apparatus has answered several alarms on 
account of that telephone pole. Each time the blaze was 
extinguished with very little loss, but now the firemen are 
silently wishing that something would happen to the pole. 














Sparks from the Troubleman’s Department 


A man locally known as Fergie, who lived in Pendleton, 
Oregon, years ago, was much interested in the telephone when 
it was first installed, says the Saturday Evening Post. Fergie 
stuttered badly. It took him a long time to articulate the 
simplest sentence. One day he went to Sam Jackson, editor 
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A Night Operator 











—From Pacific Telephone Magazine. 


of the Eastern Oregonian, and asked about this newfangled 
invention. He wanted to know if Sam had talked over it. 
and was told Sam had. Then he wanted to know if it was 
true one really could talk all the way from Pendleton to Port- 
land. Sam said this marvel had been accomplished. 

“Then,” stuttered Fergie, “I’m goin’ down and call up 
my girl in Portland and talk to her.” 

Half an hour later Fergie came back. 

“Did you talk to her?” asked Jackson. 

“Yes,” stuttered Fergie. 

“How’d you make out?” 

“Fine!” said Fergie. “I had a fine talk with her.” 

“But could she understand you, Fergie? You know you 
stutter a good deal.” 

“Look here, Sam Jackson,” said Fergie indignantly, “do 
you think I was agoin’ to stutter any with it costin’ me 
seventy-five cents a minute to talk over that thing?” 


“IT want to be well informed,” said the ambitious girl. 
“T want to know what’s going on.” ; 

“Well,” answered Miss Cayenne, “I would suggest that 
you get one of those telephones that will put you on a 
line with five or six other subscribers.” 


Mary—Mrs. Talkem detained me for fifteen minutes at 
the telephone just as I was starting out. 

Alice—What did she want? 

Mary—She didn’t say. 


A manager of an up-country sub-licensee company was 
besieged one morning recently with cross-talk and cross- 
ring complaints from subscribers in a certain section of 
his town. He at once suspected cable trouble, and a test 
showed unmistakable signs of water, says New England Tele- 
phone Topics. 

This surprised the manager as it had not rained for some 


time, but he started out to look over the cable. His trip 
out availed nothing, but returning with his eyes up in the 
air incited a friend to ask him what he was looking for. 
Upon being made acquainted with the situation the friend 
happened to recall that on the day previous he had noticed 
some boys playing in a tree through which the cable passed, 
and that they had a bicycle pump and a pail of water. 

The telephone man thought it was a sufficient clue to pay 
to follow up, so after enquiring the names of the boys 
he procured a ladder and proceeded in quest of more evi 
dence. 

It was all very plain. The youngsters had bored a hole 
with a jackknife and had forced the water into the sheath. 

Just as he came down along came a newspaper man who 
began a tale of woe. Before the telephone man had time 
to answer he had described the service in scathing terms. 
He wound up the tirade by saying, “What’s the matter 
with you fellows, anyway?” 

“Come up this ladder and have a look,” said the man- 
ager. 

“Who did that?” 
column yarn. 

“Your boy,” said the manager. 

By a quick move of his arm the manager saved the re- 
porter from falling to the ground. When he had regained 
his composure he stayed “game” and said he would settle 


whispered the reporter, scenting a half- 


the damages. 
“Everything must come to an,end, sooner or later.” 
“Tt must, hey? I guess you’ve never had a woman talk 
to you over the telephone.” 


A subscriber recently desired his number changed, but 
remarked, when making the request for the change, “I 
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Mr. Taft Joins. 
—From St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 


guess that maybe you can’t do it though, for my line comes 
out of one of those lead pipes in front of my house.” 
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No Anti-discrimination Rule Between Companies. 

The statute of this state (Tennessee) provides that 
telephone companies are compelled to supply all appli- 
cants complying with their rules with telephone connec- 
tions and facilities without discrimination. A long dis- 
tance company that has a line running into this city 
is demanding that we put in its telephone and also 
permit a connection between its lines and ours in our 
switchboard. It claims that we are violating this law 
by refusing such connection and threatens to sue us 
for the penalty that the law provides. We claim we are 
not discriminating against it because we have a con- 
tract with the other long distance company here that 
prevents our connecting with the one threatening suit. 

Also we consider the connection that we have the best 

one for us and both companies run to the same points. 

Please give us your views on the question and cite any 

cases you may have on hand. 

You are not under obligation to furnish connections to 
this long distance company or to any other company in the 
telephone business. The rule of non-discriminating service 
applies only to the public. United States Telephone Co. vs. 
Middlepoint Home Telephone Co., 13 Ohio C. C. (N. S.) 
337; 32 O. C. C. 17. It does not apply as between com- 
panies desiring physical connections of lines or joint use of 
facilities. You are therefore safe in refusing the demand. 








Exclusive Service in Hotel. 


The new hotel in this city has the Bell switchboard 
and Bell service in each room. It is very anxious to 
put in our service but is afraid to do so on account of 
the clause in the contract, providing that it shall not 
permit any other telephone system to have a telephone 
in the hotel. Has this question been finally decided? 
We saw some time ago in your pages a report on a 
New York case. What was it and how did it hold? 


The court of appeals in New York has finally decided 
that the law implies an obligation on the part of the com- 
pany to do nothing to lessen the facilities of the public to 
procure a more extended telephone service. It therefore 
held that the clause in the contract for the exclusion of other 
telephone service was void because in restraint of trade. 
This decision is by the highest court in New York state, 
and is a final adjudication of the matter so far as that state 
is concerned. 

The decisions in New York are widely followed and re- 
spected by other courts and this case is likely to be a 
leading one throughout the whole country. We believe the 
hotel in your town would be safe in acting upon it and in 
granting you service if you wished it. If its contract with 
the Bell company is so drawn that the exclusive clause can 
be stricken out and still leave a complete contract, the 
Bell company would have no effective remedy against the 
hotel company aftd would be bound by the remainder of the 
contract. The New York case to which we refer is Central 
New York Telephone & Telegraph Co. vs. Averill, 199 
N. Y. 128; 92 North Eastern 206. 





Michigan Telephone Tax Cases. 

The Michigan Public Acts of 1909 (Act No. 49) provided 
for the taxation of telephone and telegraph companies on 
an ad valorem basis, but exempted companies whose gross re- 
ceipts did not exceed $500. A combination of Michigan 
telephone companies attacked this. act on the ground that 
it offended against the provision requiring uniformity of 
taxation. The United States district court held that the 
law was valid in view of the fact that the property ex- 
empted is only a trifling portion of the whole property taxed 
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that the cost of assessing and collecting the taxes from that 
class would be disproportionate to the amount realized 
thereon; that the exempted property is in the incipient 
or development stage; that the use of such property is pre- 
dominantly private, most of such companies being mutual 
companies organized for the purpose of furnishing tele- 
phone service to their members, while the use of the pro- 
perty taxed was public; and that practically all of the ex- 
empted property is used for the personal convenience and 
economy of the owners while the taxed property represents 


commercial investments. The contestors of the validity 
of the tax had contended that the division of telephone 
property for taxation in this manner into two classes 


namely, those with gross receipts over $500 and those with 
gross receipts under $500, was arbitrary and unreasonable. 
While the court conceded that the classification of telephone 
companies and property for the purpose of taxation must 
not be arbitrary or unreasonable, it found that the class- 
ification of this law was not open to this objection. Michigan 
telephone tax cases, 185 Federal 634. 


Extension of Line Cannot be Compelled. 

At Little Rock, Ark., the demurrer of the Southwestern 
Telegraph & Telephone Co., in the suit of W. C. Younts 
against it, for alleged refusal to furnish him with tele- 
phone connection at his residence, was sustained. The 
plaintiff had asked for a judgment of $38,500 as a penalty 
of $100 a day for the 385 days. The suit was based on 
Sec. 7948 of Kirby’s Digest, which requires telephone com- 
panies to make connections upon application of residents 
upon their lines. In sustaining the demurrer the judge held 
that the facts described in the complaint did not constitute 
discrimination or partiality within the meaning of the 
statute or at common law, and that the plaintiff was not 
entitled to recover. Judge Trieber said: 


If the contention of the plaintiff is correct every 
person in the county, or in fact in the state, would 
eventually have the right to compel the defendant to 
build and maintain a line and furnish him a telephone 
in his residence or place of business. By extending 
the line one-half mile in every direction, whenever it 
is demanded, the company, although organized to op- 
erate solely in one city and its immediate suburbs, 
would soon have to cover every section of the state, 
and that regardless of the fact whether the business 
would justify the cost necessary to cover so much more 
territory, that it was originally organized to maintain 
or has the capital necessary to accomplish. 








Pole Rights in Oregon. 

At Portland, Oregon, the Pacific Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. is in trouble over the right of the company 
to occupy county roads with its poles and wires. The 
company contended that Lord’s Oregon Laws give it this 
right subject to the control of county courts, and that an 
act of congress of July 24, 1866, permits telegraph com- 
panies to utilize all military highways or post roads then 
in existence or afterwards to be created by law. The com- 
pany also relies upon another act of congress of March 
1, 1884, designating all roads and highways as post roads. 

The county court took the matter up in an endeavor to 
force the company to give the county free telephone serv- 
ice in return for the use of county roads. The county 
court differs with the contention of the telephone com- 
pany, believing that the federal statutes are not applicable 
to the situation because the courts do not hold a telephone 
line to be a telegraph line under the acts of congress. 














Practical Subjects—Letters and Discussions 


An Experience with Pole Preservation. 

Five years ago we set about 500 poles, giving the butts a 
good brush treatment with Carbolineum. At the same time 
another company set nearly the same number of poles in 
the same locality, without giving them a coating. 

We have dug around our poles to renew the treatment 
and find few of them rotted more than 1/16 in., some not 
at all. The poles of the other company are rotted two or 
three inches deep and practically all will have to be reset 
or renewed in a year or so. 

We used about one barrel of preservative for this treat- 
ment, which we estimate was easily worth $500 to us in 
the saving it has effected. We estimate that a second 
treatment will pay us handsomely and prolong the life at 
the ground line another five years. 

In the south the surrounding farms have been rapidly 
enriched in the past five years, and the richer the soil the 
faster the pole will rot at the ground line. The rich soil 
will cut through the poles used in this country in about 
three years, whereas if the poles are seasoned and given 
a couple of coats of preservative at the ground line, and 
clay is banked around the pole instead of soil, the stick 
will last five to eight years in the ground and effect a sav- 
ing of five times the cost. 

Now, Fellow Telephone Men, I have told you something 
that will be worth thousands of dollars to some of you 
if you will only profit by it. Some of you are acquainted 
with all this, but some of you are not. I have been there 
and know. When you find it necessary to replace poles, 
you will suddenly decide there is no money in the telephone 
business, whereas if you had had more brains in your 
cranium you would have more money in your pocket. 

MORAL: A STITCH IN TIME SAVES NINE. 

Hartwell, Georgia. F. P. Linder, 

Manager Harts County Telephone Co. 





Signaling Equipment for Noisy Locations. 

We have tried several makes of constant ringing teie- 
phone drops and patent devices for factories, saw mills, 
foundries and other noisy places, but would always have 
trouble on account of the people forgetting to turn them 
off on closing down for the night or over Sunday. About 
the time they would all be out of the building some one 
would call for them and the bell would ring till the bat- 
teries ran down. When I was at the Stromberg-Carlson 
factory I saw a relay that took my eye. 

This No. 84 Stromberg-Carlson relay is operated with 
direct or alternating current. The armature swings on a 








Construction of Alternating Current Relay. 


pivot and extends directly in the rear of the core and in 
line with it. The momentum of the armature does not 
allow it to drop back between pulsations, so it is held up 
while the current is passing through the coil. The springs 


are operated by a small pin which is located on the arma- 
ture. I gave an order for some of them and put them in 
and we have not had a kick about the bells not ringing 
since we installed them. As long as the telephone rings 
your extension gong rings, but when the telephone stops 
ringing the relay releases and stops the gong. It is a 
handy thing for an extension ringing device. 
Greenville, O. Geo. Murphy, 
Wire Chief, Greenville Home Telephone Co. 





A Test House in the Colorado Mountains. 
Some of the troubles which arise on the mountain lines 
of Colorado are more expensive to locate than to repair. 
In the Leadville district stations are far apart, the men at 














Toll Test Station in Colorado. 


Georgetown, Leadville and Glenwood Springs covering 135 
miles of toll line and in winter the mountain roads are in 
many places absolutely impassable. 

To afford better facilities for the location of trouble on 
the toll lines, where the lines test open, test houses have 








Equipment of Test House. 


recently been devised by C. A. Crapo of the engineering 


- department of the Mountain States Tel. & Tel. Co., and have 


been placed at advantageous points along the lines. 
These houses are very substantially built, of good mate- 


59 








60 


rial, securely anchored to resist the wind, painted inside 
and out, with a door containing a window, the door and 
window being securely fastened with locks. They contain 
a series of switches, and a telephone instrument especially 
designed for testing purposes, with plain directions for their 
use; the switches are numbered to correspond to the toll 
line numbers, and any toll agent or inexperienced person can 
arrange the switches so as to make any test required by the 
wire chief, by following his instructions given over the 
telephone. 

By an ingenious arrangement, an alarm bell is so connect- 
ed with all the switches and the telephone, that if any 
switch has been left misplaced, the bell will ring when the 
door is closed. 

This ringing warns the person giving the test that he has 
left something wrong in the house. 

It is hoped to save much time and reduce the livery 
expenses as well as to cut down the time the toll lines are 
out of order.—Mountain States Monitor. 





Indepeydent Line “Crossed” by Bell Instrument. 

A novel case of trouble occurred here today. A certain 
line would come on “permanent” after the subscriber had 
hung up his receiver. On test it showed a heavy ground, but 
before 1 could get a troubleman to it the line would clear 
up. Inspection revealed nothing. Finally, today, the trou- 
bleman said he was going to see where they set their tele- 
phone. It was a happy thought. 

A brightly nickel plated “Bell” stand sat close to our 
Kellogg. It so happened that the girls had broken off sev- 
eral percil points by running them through the holes in 
the mouthpiece of our telephone. These points made con- 
nection between the transmitter diaphragm and the metal 
part of the stand. If they pushed the stand back after using 
it they sometimes got the two stands together, thereby 
grounding our line on the non-insulated stand of the Bell 
company. Rufus Comstock, wire chief, 

The York County Telephone Co., York, Neb. 





Telephone Wire for Hatching Bird Eggs. 


The silly ravens of a certain district of Mexico where 
wood is scarce and trees are miles apart, have solved their 
nesting problem at the expense of the telephone company. 
The accompanying illustration, reproduced by courtesy of 
the Mountain States Monitor, shows a nest brought in by 
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Mr. Gooding, chief electrician in charge of toll lines be- 
tween Naco and Cananea, Mexico. 

This raven’s nest consisted of 255 pieces of rusty iron 
wire, 30 tie wires and 81 large twigs covered with a mat of 
cow hair. It was only one of numerous nests which had 
been built on the roofs of poles carrying two-pin cross 
arms, as a result of which short-circuits were frequently 
reported on the toll line. 





Record Life of Dry Cells. 

I have been much interested in recent accounts of long- 
lived dry cells. On April 15, 1905, I purchased the local 
system here and operated it till Nov. 1, 1911. During this 
time I replaced a number of batteries stamped “Jan. 3, 
1903” the last pair bearing this date being removed June 20, 
1911. One pair was in use and giving good service Nov. 1, 
1911, and a test indicated a useful life of fully six months 
more. 

Jan. 3, 1903, is no doubt the manufacturer’s date, but it is 
certain they were in a year or so before I purchased the 
plant, and were not changed during my time. What is the 
longest life cells are known to have given in ordinary use? 

Woodburn, Ore. Henry Chappelle. 

Modern Practice in Wire Chief’s Equipment. 

Once upon a time, a long, long while ago as regards 
progress and yet a very few years in actual elapsed time, 
there were no wire chief’s desks and, forsooth, the wire 
chief had not yet come into existence. The over-worked 
individual who undertook the duties now assigned to the 
wire chief and many others as well, was called “Chief In- 
spector.” His equipment consisted first of a single tele- 
phone—and later of a small turret containing a few simple 
ring-down trunks to the switchboard, mounted on a table 
or desk. Cords terminating in listening and ringing keys 
and a reversing key and desk telephone completed his 
testing outfit. When this was considered inadequate, the 
tests were made at the main frame with the forerunner of 
the modern “horseshoe” which consisted of lamp cords 
run to a telephone with jacks and plugs mounted in the 
battery box; or a Wheatstone bridge was attached at the 
main frame to the line to be tested. 

The first exchanges equipped by the Independent manu- 
facturers with wire chief’s outfits were furnished with roll 
or flat top desks of no special character or design, with 
the apparatus mounted on them. This accounts for the 

multitude of drawers which have been 








ote we 











Raven’s Nest of Iron Wire—‘‘Collected”’ in Mexico. 





made a permanent feature of these 
equipments. by many manufacturers. 
These drawers are the catch-alls of the 
exchange, and usually contain, in addi- 
tion to matches, clothing and tobacco, a 
miscellaneous collection of junk which 
could be better cared for in the stock 
room. The card record files now gen- 
erally used have made them superfluous. 

With the advent of the common bat- 
tery switchboard came the voltmeter, 
most useful of all the wire chief’s 
equipment; line, supervisory and 
pilot lamps displaced the drop and 
buzzer. 

From that time until the present, the 
wire chief’s outfit has been growing 
more and more complicated, until now 
some of these which have been built on 
special order require the expert manipu- 
lation of highly skilled operatives. 

The features of a wire chief’s equip- 
ment for a common battery manual ex- 





also 
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change are, briefly, a means of reaching and being reached 
from the subscribers’ telephones, also the various parts of 
the exchange; a means of rapidly testing both the outside 
and inside equipment; and records of the present troubles 
and past performances of the various lines under his 
supervision. 

Taking the equipment in detail, we find trunks provided 
from the switchboard to the wire chief’s board terminat- 
ing in lamp signals and associated jacks or keys. These 
trunks are used for incoming calls to the wire chief. For 
outgoing calls, two methods are used—trunks from the 
wire chief’s board are jumpered to regular subscribers’ 
equipment and calls on these trunks are answered by the 
operators the same as subscribers’ calls; and he has trunks 
terminating in plugs on the end positions of the switch- 
board, and order wires to the adjacent operators’ posi- 
tions for ordering connections made, by means of these 
plug ending trunks, with such lines as he may care to test 
from or through the switchboard. 

In addition, he has trunks terminating in plug boxes 
and “horseshoes” at the main frame. These “horseshoes” 
or test plugs may be inserted in the arrester springs and 
give him a means of positively locating the trouble in or 
out of the exchange. Sometimes special equipment is pro- 
vided for testing the heat coils at the same time. How- 
ever, with the latest and best types of lightning arrester, 
the coils are so seldom faulty that this test is of very little 
value. 

Order wires and trunks are provided from the switch- 
board and the other desks of the exchange to the wire 
chief and sometimes hospital equipment is placed on this 
desk for making connections to and for lines which are 
in trouble. 

The wire chief’s test circuit should contain keys for 
condenser kick, to test subscribers’ telephones, to place a 
high resistance voltmeter in series with battery and either 
side of line to ground; to test the lines, ringing, listening, 
reversing battery supply. Sometimes a double scale volt- 
meter is used, in which case a key must be provided to 
switch the two windings—or, if a single scale is used, a 
shunt key and shunt should be provided. It has been the 
practice of some engineers to place terminals and keys 
for a Wheatstone bridge on the wire chief’s desk, but it is 
now generally conceded that the bridge tests may better 
be accomplished by attaching a loose plug and cord di- 
rectly to the instrument. 

The howler is a necessary evil. This should be provided 
with a separate plug or key and signal and the wiring 
kept away from the local cable where convenient. 

Nearly every telephone man has a few pet tests which 
he will add as being very desirable, but the writer believes 
that all, or nearly all, will admit that the above constitute 
all that are necessary for sure and rapid testing in man- 
ual exchanges. 

For automatic common battery exchanges, the trunks 
mentioned above are modified to suit the conditions pre- 
vailing in operatorless exchanges. The wire chief sets up 
his own connections without assistance, except that of a 
rack man when the “horseshoes” are being used. The test 
circuit remains the same, with the addition of means of 
testing calling devices and special circuits for reaching and 
making complete tests on any line in the exchange or ex- 
changes of the system without recourse to the “horse- 
shoes” or any other manually operated apparatus. Means 


are also provided for supervising trouble in the sub-ex- 
changes whereby the wire chief at main exchange is noti- 
fied instantly of trouble occurring and also as to the im- 
portance of immediate attention through the action of 
lamp signals marked “General” and “Local.” 

This method of testing is more rapid than manually 





TELEPHONY 61 


operated circuits and has been found exceedingly accurate 
with little effort on the part of the wire chief. 

Hospital lines are provided for making connections in 
or out from lines in trouble and cord pairs, keys and super- 
visory signals for making these connections. 

The latest and best practice is to reduce the quantity 
of apparatus and circuits for wire chief, switchboards to 
the minimum consistent with the results required and, at 
the same time, to keep the equipment flexible. On large 
installations the tendency is, therefore, to terminate trunks 
and outgoing test circuits on jacks, retaining keys for 
switching the various test circuits to the associated plugs, 
since this method reduces the multipling of apparatus 
necessary where more than one position is equipped—and 
reduces the chances for interference between the various 
testing operators. 


Chicago, III. J. M. Cook. 


> 


How to Solder Line Joint with a Candle. 

The accompanying sketch shows how a candle may be 
brought into proper relation to a line splice for soldering, 
even in a considerable wind. Roy Owens, superintend- 
ent of the Columbus Citizens’ Telephone Co., furnishes the 
sketch and states the plan was worked out by Howard 
Amman, a troubleman with the Citizens company. 

The device consists of two brass tubes, one of which 





















HOLE FOR 
VENTILATION 











+ 











A Device for Successful Candle Soldering. 


slides tightly in the other. A candle stub is fastened to 
the inside tube and two holes are punched to allow the 
air to make a draft. The top of the outer tube is slotted 
and after the splice is made and the candle is lighted and 
the tube is slipped up to the proper point, so the hottest 
part of the flame will envelop the splice, and a very good 
job results. This is almost as good as a Bunsen burner 
and can ~e used in a strong wind. 





Mine Telephones Save Life in Kansas. 


A mine telephone required by a state law recently passed 
in Kansas probably saved the lives of J. K. Keernan and 
William Martin, shot firers, employed in a mine near Pitts- 
burg, Kans. The men were cut off from the entry shaft 
by a gas explosion. They telephoned their jiocation to the 
top. A rescue party found both unconscious, almost suf- 
focated. They were carried to the top and revived. 
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“Printers’ Ink” Again Features “Telephony” Ad. 
Again an advertisement in TELEPHONY’s pages has been se- 
lected by an expert writer in Printers’ Ink to illustrate a 
strong point in trade paper advertising. This time it is a 
full page advertisement of the Duplex Metals Co., which 


appeared in the December 16 issue of this paper. It is here 
reproduced. 
In discussing trade paper advertising in general, Roy W. 


Johnson, author of the series of articles, in part illustration 





Another Trouble 


told by the man ‘new to Copper Clad is that the 
* “stuff shas no scrap value.’ 


A while ago we got hold of a lineman named Bill: Now, ‘Bill was 
a bold, bad, strong man. He wore but not to keep his hands 
clean, and he felt a true lineman’s Ee 
for hing as small as a No. 12 wire. ” 
said, ** Bill, we'll bet as a phus plug of tobacco 
agaitist a small piece of gum that this 
mile of No. 12 Copper Clad at pe | stand restring- 
ing more than three times.”” Bill ht the 
col back bye and bye and judging his 
language, his emotions had made him He 
the chewing yum, His = complaint thopgh, 
* was that the sun sef too early, because said Bill, 
** | strung it four times 7 it still looked like 
new, but if I'd had time I'd have strung it forty 
times and | bet it would have had a —— of a 
kink in it then any way. 
Well, that’s one answer on “ scrap value. What's the good of 
‘ scrapping” wire that can be restrung-? You can't do anything with 
copper except to scrap it because its strength is all in its skin, a nick or a 
kink means a break, and breaks keep the complaint department busy. 
That's the one departerit where lack of work helps the business grow. 
But suppose you had to actually scrap some No. 14 Copper 
Assume it had beermup ten years and that on the same poles was some No. 
Copper, also to be scra: 
The account would look like this : 


12 Copper sat 19.75 bave) cost 1456 
* years ot & hn 


of which we're alwa 








No. 14 Copper Clos Base 13 cont) cost 
larerest tam year 

"Total ost 23¥ Total Cost 
AOG werap at it ents Tt} From (90%) scrap a 3 conte 

New a7 Net cost Wn. 


If the Cope Clad had no scrap value it would still be cheaper by 


a dollar and 39 cents. 
But just think of sleeping peacefully through ten years of sleet storms 
-~that’s worth something too. 
TRADE MARK 


Duplex Metals Company 


Main Office and Works: 


Simger Building Chester, Pa. Peoples Gas Building 
WELD.CLAD New York City Chicago, . th 


P. S. Your jobber may not handle “‘scrap’: but he sells lots of Copper Clad 





Pease tell the Advertiser you saw bie 





‘“‘Live’’ Copy Used by ‘Printers’ Ink’’ to Emphasize a Point. 


of which the Duplex Metals Co. advertisement was _ used, 


said: 

A great many advertisers judge the value of an adver- 
tising medium by the number of replies it pulls. They 
figure the cost per inquiry, and decide that the medium 
which pulls them at least cost is the best medium. On 
this basis the trade-paper loses out almost invariably. 
The cost per inquiry is high—hence the quite natural as- 
sumption that trade-paper advertising does not pay. 

Yet there are advertisers in the trade-papers whose di- 
rect inquiries do not average one per issue; whose cost 
per inquiry would scare a mail-order advertiser into cer- 
tainty of bankruptcy; who nevertheless stay in the trade- 
papers year after year, and who know that it pays them. 
The writer knows of a small concern, makers of iron 

and steel shafting—a prosaic product enough, and one in 
which there are few points of commanding interest—who 
went into small space in trade-papers some years ago, 
largely as a rather dubious experiment. After three 
months the total direct returns consisted of one lone re- 
quest for a price-list—which really told nothing, as there 


From Factory and Salesroom 


National Independent Telephone Assn., Chicago, February 7, 8, 9; Western Pennsylvania Assn., 






is no competition in shafting list-prices—and the con- 
cern was about to give up the advertising as a bad invest- 
ment. But just then the one salesman returned from a 
trip and was heard from. 

He reported that the advertising “got him into” places 
he never could approach on former trips; that buyers re- 
garded his card with recognition in their eyes, and that 
the advertising gave him a standing right at the start so 
that he didn’t have to waste a lot of time explaining what 
his concern really manufactured. The cost per inquiry 
was altogether paid, for the salesman was able to point 
to half a dozen orders from concerns whose buyers had 
never before consented to receive him. 

Right there is one of the most important functions of 
the trade-paper ad; it is a mighty useful aid to the sales 
force. Not only does it help get the salesman past the 
barriers of the outer office, but it performs a lot of work 
which otherwise he would have to do himself. 


examples of 
Referring to the Du- 


Continuing, Johnson discussed several 
successful trade-paper advertisements. 
plex Metals Co. copy, he said: 


Another place where the trade-paper ad can be made 
to do real, constructive sales work, is in answering ob- 
jections in advance of the salesman. The trade-paper ad 
can save lots of his time right there. 

The ad of the Duplex Metals Co. is aimed at the man 
who objects to using the kind of wire advertised be- 
cause it hasn’t the value of old copper when it comes to 
the scrap-heap. No doubt the company’s salesmen had 
been spending a good deal of time, answering that same 
objection over and over again, with prospect after pros- 
pect. So the trade-paper is utilized to put a quietus on 
the objection, as far as may be, with all prospects at once, 
= save the salesmen’s time for arguments more profit- 
able. 

Such signal recognition of the value of trade- -paper adver- 


tising, and particularly that which appears in TELEPHONY, is 
exceedingly gratifying, both to the advertiser and to the pub- 
lisher. 





The Suttle Equipment Co. 

Rebuilt telephone apparatus was first conceived several 
years ago, and it has since grown in popularity among those 
who have tried it. One of the several companies specializing 
in rebuilt telephone apparatus is the Suttle Equipment Co., of 
McLeansboro, Ill. Its founder, M. C. Suttle, believes one 
reason for the company’s successful growth is the great care 
with which his workmen go over the various parts compris- 
ing a switchboard or telephone. 

Mr. Suttle is a telephone man of broad experience, hav- 
ing devoted more than ten years to this branch of business 
alone. During this time, he has had ample opportunity of 
familiarizing himself with different types of telephone ap- 
paratus. He advises that when a telephone company sends 
his company worn out equipment, it is dis-assembled and ev- 
ery part is carefully gone over and made like new, even 
screws, wiring, etc., when necessary, being replaced. All 
equipment is re-varnished and it is difficult, it is said, to dis- 
tinguish the re-made apparatus from that actually new. 

The Suttle Equipment Co. has its own facilities for re-mag- 
netizing, re-nickeling, coil winding, etc. It is especially de- 
sirous of getting in touch with companies having worn out 
apparatus that are interested in re-built apparatus. 





An Omaha Electrical Jobbing House. 
The Joseph R. Lehmer Co. of Omaha, Neb., believes 
that its geographical position in the field affords it the op- 
portunity to give better service than would otherwise be 








January 13, 1912. 


possible. The company, which conducts a general jobbing 
business and specializes in telephone and electrical sup- 
plies, was established in 1889 as Joseph R. Lekhmer, con- 
ducting a railway supply brokerage business. Later steam 
and electrical supplies and apparatus were added and a 
considerable jobbing business in these lines developed. In 
1191 the company incorporated as the Joseph R. Lehmer 
Co. with $150,000 capital and the following officers and di- 
rectors: Joseph R. Lehmer, president; Carl A. Fried, vice- 
president; H. W. Neal, secretary; J. H. Rogers, treasurer; 
P, E. Crumrine, director. 

The company employs thirty-six people and has a sales 
force covering Iowa, Nebraska, northern Kansas, north- 
western Missouri, South Dakota, Colorado, Wyoming and 
Montana. It carries a full line of electrical, steam and 
railway supplies, engines, boilers, heaters, pumps, motors, 
generators and electrical and steam apparatus, exclusively 
representing the foremost manufacturers in that territory. 

The general management of the business is under the 
supervision of Joseph R. Lehmer. The purchasing depart- 
ment is in charge of Carl A. Fried. H. W. Neal is the gen- 
eral sales manager. The finances and office are in charge 
of J. H. Rogers, and P. E. Crumrine is head of the appara- 
tus department. 





Johns-Manville High Potential Fuses and Fuse Boxes. 

One of the minor problems before every telephone man- 
ager is the fusing of the high potential circuits entering his 
exchange and used in connection with his power equip- 
ment. In many places, of course, the telephone and elec- 
tric light equipment are in the hands of the same parties, 
operating in small towns. For both of these reasons the 
high potential fuses and fuse boxes of the H. W. Johns- 
Manville Co., 100 William St., New York, will commana 
attention from telephone men, and an investigation will 
show several unique and valuable qualifications for a high 
grade of service it is stated. 

The company has prepared some very careful statements 
by competent engineering talent regarding the improved 
2,500-volt “Noark” primary fuses and fuse boxes. These 
have been produced after a very careful study of prevail- 
ing conditions and exhaustive tests. The fuse boxes are 
made in three sizes, having maximum ampere capacities of 
30, 60 and 100 amperes. A complete line of uses is made 
for each size of box, in amperages ranging from the maxi- 
mum down to one-half ampere. This makes the replace- 
ment of fuse boxes unnecessary with the growth of the 
load. 





The International Commercial Motor Car. 


The International Commercial Car, made by the Inter- 
national Harvester Co., Chicago, was designed and is be- 
ing built by men of ripe experience in the commercial car 
field. All delivery conditions were carefully considered by 
the designers, and the result is a car that is giving satis- 
factory service for light delivery purposes in all lines of 
business, and under all weather and road conditions. 

The International Commercial Car has a simple type of 
2-cylinder 4-cycle motor, which develops sufficient power 
to carry the car loaded to its capacity up steep hills and 
over the worst roads. The oiling is positive through a 
force feed mechanical oiler. 

The transmission is a device of special merit. There 
are three speeds—two forward and one reverse. On high 
speed the drive is direct from the motor. This transmis- 
sion is equipped with a device that eliminates the danger 
of the driver placing two sets of gears in mesh at the 
same time. 


The clutch is of the band type. It can be adjusted with 


absolute precision and is very convenient to reach when- 
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ever necessary. The drive is by chains from the jack shaft 
to the two rear wheels, noiseless roller chains being used. 
The chain drive transmits more power with less weight 
than any other form of drive. 

The regular body is of a panel type, exceptionally well 
made. It is 67 inches long, 35 inches wide, and 9 inches 
deep, not including the flare boards, which may be removed 
when not needed. The box ironing and bracing is all on 
the outside, leaving the inside of the box perfectly smooth. 
An extension sill and brace makes a very strong construc- 
tion at the rear of the box. Solid rubber tires eliminate 
all tire troubles and delays caused thereby. 

Efficient brakes are a necessity. The International Com- 
mercial Car is equipped with brakes to make control posi- 
tive, an external band on the jack shaft and an internal 
experience brake in both rear wheels. 

The International Commercial Car is said to be capable 
of convincing any business man that where quick deliveries 
are to be made, where there is a large amount of light 





Has Covered 4,750 Miles for a Telephone Company. 


hauling to do, and where there is a wide extent of territory 
to cover, it will prove indispensable. 

The accompanying illustration shows one of these cars 
used by a South Dakota telephone company. The car has 
a territory of about 200 miles by 100 miles to cover and 
has travelled about 4,750 miles since its purchase, with only 
a small amount expended for repairs. It carries two crews 
in the field all the time. Previous to buying this car the 
company maintained two teams for the crews and could 
not begin to cover the territory which is now handled 
with ease by the car. 





Paragraphs. 

Tue C. M. Taytor Co., Paris, Ky., recently held its an- 
nual election, the following officers being elected for the 
ensuing year: President, W. H. Anderson; vice-president 
and general manager, C. M. Taylor; secretary and treasurer, 
J. A. Bower; sales manager, H. A. Power. 


ALFRED GRAHAM & Co., St. Andrews Works, Crofton 
Park, London, S. E., have issued an attractive booklet list- 
ing the ships which are fitted with Graham’s patent loud 
speaking telephones. A large number of ships is listed, al- 
though the compilation is said to be incomplete. The book- 
let is printed on heavy, high-finished paper and is embel- 
lished with many handsome half-tone prints of ocean-going 
vessels, 


Tue 1912 CataLoc of the Emblem motorcycle, manufac- 
tured by the Emblem Mfg. Co., Angola, Erie Co., N. Y., 
is now off the press. The booklet describes the novel fea- 
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tures which are incorporated in the 1912 model, and which 
are said to make it especially desirable for telephone use. 
The Emblem is declared to be increasing its prestige in the 
telephone field and telephone men interested in the use of 
motorcycles should profit by reading the new catalog. 





Joun W. Correy, the expert accountant of Indianapolis, 
Ind, who has had a wide and successful experience in in- 
stalling accounting systems for Independent telephone com- 
panies, has just finished installing a complete system for 
the Knightstown Telephone Co., Knightstown, Ind., and is 
at present engaged in installing a system for the Whitley 
County Telephone Co. at Columbia City, Ind. 

Mr. Coffey will have an exhibit of his system and be on 
hand personally to give advice to telephone companies at 
the National convention, in February. 


The Taylor Tree Trimmer. 
A practical tree trimmer is being offered the trade by the 
C. M. Taylor Co. of Paris, Ky. The instrument, shown in 





























The Taylor Trimmer. 


the accompanying illustration, was designed by C. M. Tay- 
lor, himself a lineman of thirty years’ experience. The fea- 
tures of the trimmer are thus set forth by the company: 
Cutting from the upper side, thus having the aid of 
gravity instead of the pinching and resistance when 
cutting from the lower side. . 
Its great cutting power developed by the geared knife 
and lever and arrangement of the two levers, this be- 
ing much greater than in the other appliances. 
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Its clean cut without any splitting or other damage 
to the limb. 

The size limb it will cut, this being one and one-half 
to one and three-quarter inches in diameter. 

Its superior saw held rigidly on the side, easily at- 
tached and detached by a thumb-screw, as against the 
wabbling saw attached to the end of other trimmers. 

Its extension handle, attached and detached by a 
thumb-screw. 

Its strength, lightness, durability, efficiency and gen- 
eral practicability. 

Literature issued by the company contains a number of 
endorsements from users of the Taylor trimmer, indicating 
its practical qualities. 

A New Universal Terminal Block. 

This new terminal block designed by Stromberg-Carl- 
son Telephone Mfg. Co. is universally adaptable to cord 
terminals of various styles. The block is made of cast 




















New Stromberg-Carlson Terminal Block. 


rubber with threaded brass bushings embedded in the ma- 
terial to receive all machine screws. Each terminal post 
or screw is separated from the adjacent screw by a rub- 
ber partition. At the side of each of these partitions the 
block is grooved for receiving a straight tip terminal which 
is clamped down by a washer under the screw head in 
case such a design of terminal is used with this block. The 
illustration shows this new terminal block in a very clear 
manner. 





Telephoning for Aid from Sunken Boats. 

German torpedo boats are all equipped with newly de- 
signed submarine telephone attachments. This apparatus 
is attached to the outside of the boat just forward of the 
tower. If the boat is sunk, an officer releases the ap- 
paratus, which floats to the surface of the water by means 
of the buoy, which is an essential part of the equipment. 
This can be picked up by any other boat in the vicinity 
and telephonic communication be thus established. 

During some recent naval maneuvers in the harbor of 
Kiel, the German submarine “U3” was sunk, with a crew 
of 25 men on board. Telephonic communication was at 
once established with the rescuers, to whom the comman- 
der of the disabled vessel reported that the crew was in 
no immediate danger, as oxygen for 48 hours was avail- 
able. 

For three hours the crew lay prisoners at the bottom of 
the harbor. All this time a running fire of talk was kept 
up with the rescuers, whose work was directed much more 
effectively than if they had been compelled to work blind- 
ly and without advice from below.—Popular Electricity. 





Venezuela Telephone Co. Increases Surplus. 

The directors of the Venezuela Telephone & Electrical 
Appliancés Co., Ltd., operating in Venezuela but owned in 
London, reported at the last annual meeting that the ac- 
counts for the year to June 30th, after providing for inter- 
est on debentures and loans, show a net profit of $2,673, 
increasing the credit balance brought forward to $28,455.30. 

















Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state- 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 








PERSONAL. 


F. N. CLIFFORD has succeeded G. Clay Brock as local man- 
ager of the Southwestern Telegraph & Telephone Co. at Lock- 
hart, Texas. 


A. R. KELLY, of Seattle, now in the employ of the Washington 
Public Service Commission as engineer, will, on February 1, sec- 
ceed C. W. Reynolds as telephone expert. 


FRANK O’BRIEN has been appointed district manager for the 
Michigan State Telephone Co., with headquarters at Port Huron, 
Mich. He succeeded J. J. Morrison, who has been removed to 
Grand Rapids. 

H. HAINLINE, who has been local manager of the Union Tele- 
phone Co. at Divernon, Ill., has purchased an interest in the 
Electrical Construction Co., of Macomb, Ill. He will be succeeded 
by N. R. Edwards. 


N. B. LACKLAND, of Granbury, Tex., has succeeded J. P. 
Williford as manager of the Marlin exchange of the Southwestern 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. Mr. Williford has been placed in 
charge of the exchange at Sherman. 


CHARLES E. WILDE, who has been at the head of the Grand 
Rapids district of the Michigan State Telephone Co., has been 
appointed general commercial superintendent of the company. 


J. L. W. ZIETLOW, president and general manager of the 
Dakota Central Telephone Co., with headquarters at Aberdeen, 
S. D., was the guest of honor at a banquet held January 3, at 
the Sherman House, in commemoration of the installation by him, 
twenty-five years before, of the first telephone in Aberdeen. Many 
pioneer residents of the state were present and fitting recognition 
of Mr. Zietlow’s work in the telephone field was given. 


F. H. BETHELL, vice-president of The Bell Telephone Co. of 
Pennsylvania and associated companies, has been elected presi- 
dent of The Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsylvania, the Delaware 
& Atlantic Telegraph & Telephone Co., the Diamond State Tele- 
phone Co., and the Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co., suc- 
ceeding Union N. Bethell, who becomes chairman of the board 
of directors of those companies. F. H. Bethell’s identification 
with the telephone business in Philadelphia dates from 1906. H. F. 
Thurber will succeed Mr. Bethell as vice-president of the com- 
panies above named. 

OBITUARY. 


WILLIAM H. WILSON, general manager of the American 
Union Telephone Co., with headquarters in Philadelphia, has ob- 
tained verification of the report of the drowning of his son, Arthur 
Wilson, from the United States torpedo boat Worden during a 
heavy storm off Charleston, S. C., on December 18. Wilson’s 
body could not be recovered. He was twenty-five years old, and 
enlisted in May, 1907. He was assigned to the torpedo boat serv- 
ice and was chief machinist on the Worden. He was assisting in 
making repairs when he was swept overboard. No attempt at 
rescue could be made on account of a prevailing storm. 


NEW COMPANIES. 

QUINTON, KY.—The Quinton Telephone Co. has been incor- 
porated to build and operate an Independent system in that 
section of the state. The incorporators are Rufus Hardwick, 
J. A. Simpson, and Samuel Brown. The main office will be at 
Quinton, and the main line will connect that town with Somer- 
set. . 

COLUMBIA, S. C.—A charter has been issued to the Farmers’ 
Telephone Co., of Conway, with a capital stock of $1,000. The 
officers are: R. O. Hanson, president; F. I. Jacoby, vice-presi- 
dent; H. H. Lee, secretary, and W. D. Moore, treasurer. 

NASHVILLE, TENN.—The Dyersburg Home. Telephone Co., 
Dyersburg, has has incorporated recently by John Nunn, W. P. 
Watson, A. H. Moody, W. H. Ward and S. H. Williams. The 
capital stock is $5,000. 

CONSTRUCTION. 

SAN DIEGO, CAL.—The Home Telephone Co. has commenced 
the construction of three new trunk lines between San Diego 
and El Cajon, and four new lines between San Diego and La 
Mesa. Other improvements in the system will be made. The 
work is estimated to cost $5,000. 

INDIANOLA, ILL.—The Vermilion County Telephone Co. is 
constructing a toll line from Danville to Indianola and Sidell via 
Georgetown, 

CARLTON, MINN.—The Zenith Telephone Co. is constructing 
a line to Duluth. The line runs from Minneapolis via Rush City, 
Hinckley, Moose Lake, Carlton, Wrenshall, Proctor and then to 
Duluth. 

FOLEY, MINN.—An ordinance has been passed authorizing the 
Maple Leaf Telephone Co. to construct and maintain a long 
distance exchange in this village. John Kotsmith is president. 


GREAT FALLS, MONT.—Work has been started on the con- 
struction of a telephone line between the dam and the canyon. 
Warren Conners is the engineer in charge. 


DIXON, MONT.—The Flathead Independent Telephone Co. con- 
templates the construction of telephone lines to Ronen, Ravalli, 
Missoula and other points. 


LIVINGSTON, MONT.—R. B. Adams, superintendent of tele- 
phone construction, has been making an inspection of the Liv- 
ingston to Boulder telephone line with a view toward extending 
the line to Cooke City. 

BESSIE, N. D.—Telephone construction has commenced 
a long delay on the project of connecting Metzel, Sheets 
Chenoweth. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA.—A number of persons have organized a 
company to construct and operate a telephone line between Fruit- 
land and Salisbury. 

MILES, WASH.—The representative of the Washington Con- 
solidated Telephone Co. of Davenport, conferred with the officers 
of the Indian department recently, making arrangements for the 
construction of a telephone line from Davenport to Miles, cross- 
ing the Spokane reservation to Fruitland and Hunters, in Stevens 
county. 

WAUKESHA, WIS.—Benjamin Chase. manager of the local 
telephone company, is in charge of the construction work of 
fourteen farmers’ lines out of this city. 


after 
and 


FRANCHISES. 

MINNEOTA, MINN.—The village has granted 
the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

BELFIELD, N. D.—The Belfield & Northwestern Telephone 
Co. has been granted a franchise. 

DAWSON, N. D.—The Farmers Telephone 
granted a franchise to operate a telephone line. 

ASTORIA, ORE.—The court has granted a franchise to the 
Centennial Telephone Co. to operate its telephone line over the 
county roads and set the necessary poles between Elsie and 
Jewell. 

MEADVILLE, PA.—The Meadville Telephone Co. has been 
granted a franchise to install a telephone system in Venango. 


ELECTIONS. 


CLAYTON, CAL.—The annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the Mount Diablo Telephone Co. has been held and the following 
officers and directors elected: President, H. C. Wetmore; vice- 
president, Joseph Frank; secretary and treasurer, Charles B. Gor- 
don. The directors are: H. C. Wetmore, Charles Gordon, Henry 
Frank, Percy Douglas, Gus L. Goethals, Joseph Stockfleth and 
Joseph Frank. 


a franchise to 


Co. has been 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


EUREKA, CAL.—Through the co-operation of the United States 
Forest Service, the Hoopa Indian Agency and the California 
Mining & Dredging Syndicate, at Orleans, and Upper Klamath 
River and Hoopa section will soon be connected by telephone 
with the outside world. 

KELLOGG, IDA.—The city council has issued a peremptory 
order to the Bell Telephone Co. to take down certain wires which 
interfere with the location of an arc light, and to straighten a 
number of its poles along a certain avenue. 

SALMON, IDA.—It is reported that the Lemhi Telephone Co., 
in which W. A. McCutcheon is largely interested, will extend its 
line sixty miles down the river. 

KANAWHA, IOWA.—The Wright Telephone Co. 
pleted a line to Clarion which is now in operation. 

FOLEY, MINN.—The Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
has installed a new copper line between Foley and Milaca which 
will materially improve the service. 

SWANVILLE, MINN.—John Stroming has purchased from P. 
W. Blake the private line from Pierz to Lastrup. The line will 
be extended. 

PHILIP, S. D.—The Great Western Telephone Co., Philip, S. D., 
has just issued a new directory. This is printed on stiff manila 
paper in the form of a hanger, giving a full list of the subscrib- 
ers as well as a list of the different rates charged by the com- 
pany for service. A noteworthy feature of the directory is the 
line of heavy type running the length of the stieet, calling at- 
tention to the necessity of calling by number and symbol to se- 
cure quick service. 

KNOXVILLE, TENN.—The People’s Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has completed copper lines to Greenville, Johnson City, Jones- 
boro and Loudon. This company has also opened two new ex- 


has com- 


changes in Union county. 
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Work commenced last Friday on the Independent phone line 
and will soon be ready to talk over.—Wall Street Correspond- 
ence Lancaster (Mo.) Republican. 

A telephone gang has been in Canton for several days re- 
building the long distance line through here—Canton (Il.) 
New’s. 

The Mutual Telephone Company is rebuilding its system and 
is installing a new switchboard at Turney.—Turney Item Lath- 
rop (Mo.) Optimist. 

Changes are still being made in the telephone lines about 
town. Next week radical changes will be made on the switch- 
board in the central office—Weldon Item Leon (Ia-) Republican. 

The Home Telephone company seems to be doing things in 
and around Winnebago and will soon have something over one 
hundred telephones connected to the central office—Winnebago 
Correspondence Rockford (IIll.) Star. 

Quite a force of men are working on the telephone lines in 
this vicinity this week. They are fitting line number 212 with 
a new wire and also fixing up the other lines—Liberty Breezes 
Linneus (Mo.) News. 

The Manchester Telephone Co. has been fixing up the vil- 
lage line putting on more cross arms and getting ready for 
the single wire phones. The Northwestern Telephone Co. is 
also making an improvement. They are putting in a slot phone 
in their booth at the drug storé, so everybody will get their 
own parties after this—Albert Lea (Minn.) Enterprise. 

The LeRoy Telephone Co. are busy out near David building 
new lines and doing some repair work.—Osage (la.) News. 

The Elmwood Telephone company will build a two-story 


In the Rural Line Districts 


brick building on their lot west of the postoffice, as soon as 
the necessary preliminaries are gone through with. It is the 
intention to use the upper floor for the telephone exchange 
and offices, while the lower will be a store room.—Elmwood 
(/1l.) Gazette. 

Jas. ‘Lnompson states that his telephone work at Bunceton 
is progressing nicely and he expects to have the system in op- 
eration before spring—Nelson News, Marshall (Mo.) Repub- 
lican. 

The Northwest Telephone Company added a new wire on 
their line last week.—Leeseburg Item, Astoria (Ill.) Argus. 

A number of the telephones lines have patterned after 
the Independent line and are building their lines new. We 
have fine service over them now. Let the good work go 
on until all the lines are in good repair. 

Some say the women built our Independent phone line with 
their egg money. If it is true we would be glad if the women 
on some of the other lines had as much business about them 
as the Independent line has.—Washington News, Lancaster 
(Mo.) Republican. 

The bluff telephone line between Quiver and Havana has 
been greatly impaired for the past two weeks, rendering it im- 
possible for the patrons to hear each other. If the difficulty 
could be remedied it would certainly prove a delight to the 
patrons —OQOuiver News, Havana (Jil.) Democrat. 

Several new telephone lines running through the vicinity are 
in course of construction. Almost every residence is now sup- 
plied with a telephone—Auburn Correspondence, Ft. Smith 
(Ark.) Record. 





| WANT A 10 CENT 
SOUP BONE, Aut oF 
ABES FOLKS 1¢$ 

COMIN OVER FER 
DINNER 


ALRIGHT mAs. |/ 
STONER iLL 
CUT YOU OFFA 
NICE ONE 




















GO AHEAD WITH THE 
SWITCH BOARD MRS. 
CARROLL, | AINT IN 

NO HURRY FER THAT 
PIE, | AINT GOT ALL 
MY SANOWICH ET 


NUMBER 42 DID You 
SAY? ALRIGHT /'LL GET 
YOUR NUMBER IN JUST 
MINUTE, MR, CARROLL 
1S So Busy THIS MORn- 
ING, THAT } HAVE To 
HELP HIM Out AT THE 
arate BuT ft GET 
‘Ou 
A SECOnD aeernd 
















B00 OOD 
10 DO0I00 


000 DNOGD 








The telephone office has been changed to the Carroll restawant. 


Mrs. Carroll will attend to the board and Mr. Carroll will 


nave charge of the meat market and restaurant, we wish them. good luck in their undertaking —Luther Item in Madrid (Iowa) 
News. 
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